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TRANSLATIONS FROM YEREVAN NEWSPAPERS AND OTHER NEWS 
AGENCIES 
 
AGBU NEWS  
 
1.  EDWARD NALBANDYAN MEETS WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF AMERICAN ARMENIAN 
ORGANIZATIONS  [ARMENPRESS, 09/30/09] 
 

Armenian Foreign Minister Edward Nalbandyan met in New York with the representatives of the 
American Armenian organizations. Foreign Ministry’s Media and Information Department told Armenpress 
that during the meeting Edward Nalbandyan presented the issues of Armenia’s foreign policy and ways of 
their solution, referred in details to the normalization of Armenian-Turkish relations, Karabakh conflict 
regulation and answered to the questions of the present. 

At the meeting with the President of AGBU Berge Setrakian the foreign minister discussed the 
activity of the organization in Armenia and Diaspora, issues on preserving Armenian identity, programs in 
humanitarian sphere. The interlocutors exchanged thoughts on the process of normalization of Armenian-
Turkish relations. 

Edward Nalbandyan met with the leadership of the American Assembly of Armenia and 
discussed issues on Armenia-USA relations, Armenian-Turkish relations, Karabakh conflict regulation. 
 
POLITICS 
 
2.  VARTAN OSKANIAN CALLS FOR STARTING A NATIONAL MOVEMENT AGAINST SIGNING OF 
ARMENIA-TURKEY PROTOCOLS  [NOYAN TAPAN, 09/26/09] 
 

Former Foreign Minister of Armenia, Director of the Civilitas Foundation Vartan Oskanian calls on 
the authorities not to sign the pre-signed Armenia-Turkey protocols, by which Turkey gets what it has 
been seeking in vain for 17 years, while not giving anything in return. 

At the September 22 public discussion held by the Civilitas Foundation, V. Oskanian declared 
that today the solution of domestic problems is more important to Armenia than the resolution of its 
external problems. Among domestic problems, he mentioned the establishment of democracy and the 
implementation of economic reforms in the country, also the elimination of the consequences of the 
March 1 events in Yerevan. "Without resolution of these problems, we will be too weak to deal with the 
complex task of opening the borders," the former foreign minister said, adding that during his term of 
office, Armenia was not a democratic country. 

In his words, the protocols issued on August 31 contain preconditions regarding both Karabakh 
and the Genocide recognition. He said the provision on recognition of the existing Armenian-Turkish 
borders is especially unacceptable because it deprives the Armenian people of the opportunity to assert 
their historical rights. "A lot of countries have territorial claims to each other, but it does not mean that 
they do not have diplomatic relations and open borders. We have territorial problems even with our 
friendly neighboring country Georgia. It is inadmissible to include the border recognition issue in the 
protocol," V. Oskanian noted. Member of the ARF Bureau Vahan Hovhannisian added that the word 
"border" is absent in the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations. 

V. Oskanian called for starting a "national movement" against the signing of Armenia-Turkey 
protocols and expressed a readiness to be in the first ranks of this movement. At the same time he stated 
that this call does not mean a demand for Serzh Sargsyan to step down. 
 
3.  RA FOREIGN MINISTER TO TAKE PART IN PROCEEDINGS OF UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY 64TH 
SESSION  [NOYAN TAPAN, 09/26/09] 
 

RA Foreign Minister Edward Nalbandian will leave for New York between September 25 to 29 to 
take part in the UN General Assembly 64th session. 

E. Nalbandian will give a speech at the General Assembly session and will meet with UN 
Secretary General Ban Ki-moon during the visit. 

According to a report by the RA Foreign Ministry Press and Information Department, in New York 
the RA Foreign Minister will meet with his partners from a number of countries, as well as with the OSCE 
Minsk Group Co-chairs. 
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4.  OFFICE OF SWISS EMBASSY OPENS IN YEREVAN  [Hayastani Hanrapetutiun, 09/26/09] 
 

RA Foreign Minister Edward Nalbandian received Swiss Ambassador to Armenia Lorenzo 
Amberg on the occasion of opening of the Swiss Embassy office in Armenia. The Ambassador noted that 
opening of the Embassy Office is the first step in the opening of a full Swiss diplomatic representation in 
Armenia and will be a serious stimulus for development of Armenia-Switzerland relations. 

E. Nalbandian stressed that appointment of Charles Aznavour, the renowned Armenian art 
worker, as an Armenian Ambassador to Switzerland demonstrates how important for Armenia 
development of relations with Switzerland is. 

L. Amberg introducing head of the office Konstantin Obolensky assured that he will make efforts 
to foster comprehensive bilateral relations between the countries. 
 According to the Press and Information Department of the RA Foreign Ministry, the same day in 
the evening E. Nalbandian took part in the reception held on the occasion of the opening of the Swiss 
Embassy Office. 
 
5.  "ARMENIAN-TURKISH PROTOCOLS HAVE MORE PLUSES THAN MINUSES," EDITOR OF 
ARAVOT DAILY SAYS  [Aravot, 09/26/09] 
 

According to editor-in-chief of the Aravot daily Aram Abrahamian, the Armenian-Turkish protocols 
have more "pluses than minuses" and it is very doubtful that they would be ratified, signed and fulfilled. 
As he mentioned at a meeting with reporters on September 24, Turkey will hardly ratify them without the 
Nagorno Karabakh problem. 
 As to ARFD's actions taken against the ratification of those documents, according to A. 
Abrahamian, he would be very surprised if they were for. "Thus it would not be Dashnaktsutiun. 
Professing that ideology, request of Armenian Cause, it is very natural that they responded in that way," 
the editor of the Aravot daily said. 
 Touching upon the development problems of press in Armenia, A. Abrahamian noted that the 
freedom, independence and development of press first of all are conditioned by economic problems. "As 
any branch of economy printed media will aslo develop and will be free as much as our economy is," he 
said. 
 
6.  GEORGY PETROSSYAN: TURKEY HAS BECOME HOSTAGE OF ITS PROMISES GIVEN TO 
AZERBAIJAN IN DUE COURSE  [NOYAN TAPAN, 09/26/09] 
 

NKR Foreign Minister Georgy Petrossyan gave an interview to the Turkish NTV TV Channel. 
Below is interview's text completely: 

Q. Recently, Turkish-Armenian relations have been improved and some protocols have been 
signed, etc. How do you treat that process from the Karabakhi part? 

A. To tell the truth, I am not informed that these protocols have already been signed. Let's 
express ourselves more correctly: according to preliminary agreement these documents are to be 
presented to the Parliaments for ratification within 6 weeks. If my data are incorrect, you can contradict. 
We follow that process attentively enough, as the country we live in should seriously follow developments 
like that. At the same time I want to say that we don't even try to interfere in any decision-making process 
of citizens and leadership of Armenia. Our stance is clear-cut: we have never interfered and don't 
interfere in Armenia's domestic life, although we understand that there are some issues of All-Armenian 
sounding, connected with the establishment of close relations between Turkey and Armenia that we are 
worried about. 

Q. Yes, those protocols have not been signed yet, but, anyhow, today if they speak in Turkey 
about Armenian-Turkish relations, connected with the protocols, Karabakh is constantly mentioned, 
though it is not involved in these processes. 

A. We wish Turkey and Turkish officials, who constantly state that without the Karabakh issue 
settlement any progress is impossible, had the same attitude. We wish these 2 issues were separated 
from each other. 

Q. How will the Karabakh problem be solved, to your mind? Will you have a meeting with 
Azerbaijan one day on solving the issue, or is it possible to solve it on the international platform? 

A. We have repeatedly stated that we are ready to sit around the table for negotiations and 
discuss various questions, but unfortunately Azerbaijan refuses, for some reason or other. May be it has 
its own argumentation for it. To my mind Azerbaijan has no grounds to persistently refuse having direct 
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relations with us. We have said more than once that the settlement can hardly be productive without 
taking into account the NKR people's opinion. 

Q. Maybe it is the unique sample of a republic in the world that is not recognized by anyone. 
What are the problems connected with it? When you look at the future what do you see? How will you 
achieve recognition? 

A. First of all, it is quite distinctly fixed in the international law that the political situation in a 
republic does not depend on its today's recognition or non-recognition. Secondly, during all these years, 
since 1992, we have proved both us and the others that we want and we are able to establish statehood, 
which is the basis of our general policy in this condition as well. From this point of view, the issue of the 
Nagorno Karabakh independence recognition will have a solution sooner or later. If you have noticed, we 
treat different political events taking place in our region with restraint and don't allow ourselves to take 
antagonistic steps in the informational field, and I hope it is evaluated both by the international community 
and our adversary. Besides, we suggest the other part to the conflict and other states, who try to gamble 
the negotiation process of the Nagorno Karabakh conflict settlement or use it for their national interests, 
treat similarly. 

Q. It is clear that a solution of the problem is a matter of time. 
A. Time is an irreversible category. 
Q. What will you tell or advise Turkey as the Foreign Minister of Karabakh? 
A. At the moment I find difficulty in giving any advice. But, anyway, let's not forget, that Armenians 

and Turkey have numerous problems and complicated knots that today influence our everyday life. I wish 
the process of approach was not a matter of gambling but serious negotiations and meetings also were 
held between people of two countries, in order to make our positions clear-cut and precise and to come to 
mutual understanding. These tangled points on the whole relate not only to Armenians and the Armenian 
world. In connection with the Karabakh events, I can say that it was in the period of the modern history 
that Karabakhi people raised a political question. Since 1988, in fact on the threshold of dissolution of the 
USSR, we have witnessed certain events in the territory of Azerbaijan in connection with the Armenian 
population: of course passions have been fanned again, wounds opened, and if it was not a preparatory 
step to commit genocide, then what was that?  Today there are different comments concerning those 
issues: official, humanitarian, etc. These are the questions that seriously influence human memories, 
future policy and possibilities to establish good-neighborly relations. It's evident that nobody will leave this 
territory. Common edges must be found in this territory which must be based on human rights, as well as 
on the right of people in general. This is the most significant thing. In addition, in the present situation we 
see that Turkey's high-ranking officials directly try to connect these two issues together: Nagorno-
Karabakh problem and the problem of Armenian-Turkish relations. It does not contribute to the settlement 
of the problem, as Turkey has obviously become the hostage of his promises given to Azerbaijan in due 
course, and this very directly and clearly shows that Azerbaijan exerts pressure. Willy-nilly Turkey 
becomes a concerned party once again insisting, that without this, this and that, it is impossible to 
achieve any positive result. This is also perceived as a means of pressure; however any display of 
pressure can hardly ensure positive results. 

Q. Thank you very much. Have you anything to add? 
A. At the moment I have nothing to add. I think these days set the beginning of the future, when 

Karabakhi officials will have an opportunity to get in touch not only with journalists, but also with the 
politicians of different countries. Restrained and calm political dialogues and discussions will be very 
productive. l will merely add that time has a concept of irreversibility, and Turkey also has such an 
experience, but everybody must have the courage to take a sensible view of his past, his history in order 
to build his future. 
 
7.  ZHARANGUTIUN SUGGESTS HOLDING TV AND RADIO DISPUTES ON ARMENIAN-TURKISH 
INITIATED PROTOCOLS  [NOYAN TAPAN, 09/26/09] 
 

On September 24, Armen Martirosian, the Board Chairman of the Zharangutiun (Heritage) party, 
and Styopa Safarian, the Head of the parliamentary faction of the same name, on behalf of the party and 
the faction sent official letters of the same content to Alexan Haroutiunian, the Board Chairman of the 
Public TV and Radio Company, Armen Arzumanian, the Executive Director of Public Television, and 
Armen Amirian, the Executive Director of Public Radio. They suggested at the hottest hours of H1 and 
Public Radio organizing disputes on Armenian-Turkish initiated protocols with participation of 
representatives of all parliamentary and extraparliamentary forces. 
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8.  DELEGATION HEADED BY NA SPEAKER TO LEAVE FOR IRAN  [ARMENPRESS, 09/29/09] 
 

Delegation headed by the Armenian National Assembly Speaker Hovik Abrahamyan will leave 
September 29 for a two-day official visit to the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

NA public relations department told Armenpress that in Tehran the delegation of the speaker will 
have meetings with President Mahmud Ahmadinejad, Iranian parliament speaker Ali Larijani, Secretary of 
the Supreme Security Council Sayid Jalili. 

During the visit the members of the delegation will visit tomb of Imam Khomeyni as well as the 
Tehran’s Armenian Diocese, “Ararat” sport cultural club where they will meet with the representatives of 
Iranian Armenian community. 

September 30 the official delegation of the NA speaker will arrive back in Armenia. 
 
9.  MONITORING OF ARMENIAN-AZERBAIJANI CONTACT LINE TO BE HELD SEPT 29  
[ARMENPRESS, 09/29/09] 
 

A regular monitoring will be conducted by the OSCE office September 29 in the territory near the 
Kirants settlement of the Tavush province, Armenian-Azerbaijani border line, press department of the 
Armenian Defense Ministry told Armenpress. 
 
10.  ARMENIAN PROVINCES TAKING PART IN THE DISCUSSIONS ON REGULATION OF ARMENIA-
TURKEY RELATIONS  [ARMENPRESS, 09/29/09] 
 

With the support of “Eurasia” Partnership Foundation the “International center for human 
development” NGO has initiated community discussions to fully involve the Armenian citizens of the 
provinces in the discussions ongoing round the protocols on regulation of relations between Armenia and 
Turkey and establishment of diplomatic ties.    
 Within the frameworks of province discussions the first discussion of 1.5 hours took place today in 
the Artashat town of Ararat province in which representatives of different sections of population of the 
province took part.  
 The discussions were held round different tables and any opinion of the participants has been 
recorded.  

Head of the “International center for human development” NGO Tevan Poghosian noted that 
during the discussions possible scenarios of development of Armenian-Turkish relations have been 
presented which were formed based on the numerous publications on this theme made in the medias.  

After the discussions the participants voted for two following issues; “Which scenario of 
development of Armenian-Turkish relations do you consider more preferable?” and “Which scenario of 
development of Armenian-Turkish relations do you consider most possible?”   

This range of community discussions will take place in all the provinces of the republic. After the 
discussions the results will be summed up and presented to the Armenian authorities and the society.   
 Yeghegnadzor town in Vayots Dzor province is the next arena for the community discussions. 
 
11.  MAYOR OF YEREVAN RECEIVES THE RUSSIAN AMBASSADOR  [ARMENPRESS, 09/29/09] 
 

Mayor of Yerevan Gagik Beglarian received today the newly appointed Ambassador of Russia to 
Armenia Vyacheslav Kovalenko. Public relations department of the municipality told Armenpress that 
congratulating the Ambassador on assumption of the diplomatic mission the Mayor of Yerevan wished 
him a successful activity and expressed confidence that in Armenia he will not feel like a guest.     

“Russia is a strategic alley for our state and I am glad that I paid my first working visit to Moscow. 
We have achieved agreements of multilateral cooperation with Mr. Luzhkov and hope that you will also 
contribute to the realization of our projects,” said Gagik Beglarian during the meeting with the 
Ambassador.   

“I aim to present the aged history of your state to our nation as widely as possible; not everyone 
in Russia are in details informed about the unique and interesting history of Armenia,” noted Vyacheslav 
Kovalenko in his speech. 
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12.  CHARLES LONDSDALE: “GREAT BRITAIN ENCOURAGES ARMENIA AND TURKEY TO COME 
TO LONG-LASTING AND STABLE COOPERATION”  [ARMENPRESS, 09/29/09] 
  

“The launched process of normalization of Armenian-Turkish relations, is a new, powerful 
opportunity which may change the “inactivity” in the region which lasted for so long. Great Britain 
encourages the two countries to come to long-lasting and stable cooperation which will have a great 
contribution to the stability of the region, security and development,” British ambassador to Armenia 
Charles Lonsdale said today at the “Armenia-Turkey: Prospects of Normalization of Relations within the 
Framework of EU Integration” international conference. 

He said though the launched process was unexpected, it is welcoming. The first implemented 
steps are positive but for reaching trust and real stability long efforts are needed. Great Britain will 
continue supporting cooperation between civil, public establishments, initiatives directed toward formation 
of trust. 

The director of the Eastern Sciences Institute of the Armenian National Academy of Sciences 
Ruben Safrastyan said the processes taking place in Armenian-Turkish relations stem from the present 
demands, are on the main “highway” of regional developments and are important not only for the two 
countries but for the whole region. 

Safrastyan describes the foreign policy adopted by Turkey as the new foreign minister himself 
described “zero problem with neighbors”. According to him, it brought to refusing forwarding preconditions 
in negotiations with Armenia. One of the signs of changing Turkey’s policy is that the latter is trying to 
assume a new role in the region. Turkey puts in front of it serious geopolitical goals – trying to assume the 
role of becoming a certain center in relations with East and West. 

Chairman of the Turkish Liberal-Democratic party Jem Toker said that the Turkish government 
does not make steps for forming a positive public opinion over the pre-signed protocols with Armenia. 
Turkish government is making steps with “to save day, moment” principle. He also said the difference 
between President Gul and Prime Minister Erdogan is big but there is a question who is the political 
determiner. In foreign policy issues Gul has his staff, Erdogan his approaches. Foreign Minister Ahmed 
Davudoghlu is Erdogan’s “person”. In parliament Gul does not have influence even on those who are in 
the same political field as he is. 

Senior analyst of European Stability Initiative Dipa Nigar Goksel is sure that Turkey’s parliament 
will ratify the protocols. He though is sure that the decision makers will wait for positive changes in 
Nagorno Karabakh conflict regulation issue. 
 
13.  K. GHAZINIAN SAYS ARMENIA AND TURKEY GO FORWARD WITHOUT PRECONDITIONS  
[ARMENPRESS, 09/29/09] 
 

In today’s discussions on the protocols signed between Armenia and Turkey in the Ararat and 
Vayots Dzor provinces the Armenian Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister Karine Ghazinian also took part.   

She welcomed conduction of community discussions and noted that she heard numerous 
interesting opinions and conclusions from the participants.  

“The issue of Armenian-Turkish relations concerns everyone including the Diaspora. I have the 
following conclusion on this issue: the Armenian-Turkish border must by all means be opened. 
Discussions round my table also showed that the border must surely be opened. There were people 
troubled about the difficulties, the opening of Armenian-Turkish border may create, at the same time 
opinions sounded that there will be mechanisms regulating them,” she said.    
   As one of the positive sides of opening of the border K. Ghazinian pointed out to the fact that 
Armenia will have an exit to the world not only through Georgia, which is very expensive, but also through 
Turkey, which is much cheaper.    

“There were also discussions on the issue of recognition of the Genocide; our nation must be 
sure that it is not an issue for bargaining, that’s why the protocol ensuring the Presidents of the two states 
without preconditions go towards the improvement and establishment of diplomatic relations is 
considered a crucial one,” the Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister said.    

With the support of “Eurasia” Partnership Foundation the “International center for human 
development” NGO has initiated community discussions to fully involve the Armenian citizens of the 
provinces in the discussions ongoing round the protocols on regulation of relations between Armenia and 
Turkey and establishment of diplomatic ties. 
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14.  OSCE MINSK GROUP CO-CHAIRS CALL ON THE PARTIES TO DISPLAY CONSTRUCTIVENESS 
IN THEIR PUBLIC STATEMENTS  [ARMENPRESS, 09/29/09] 
 

OSCE Minsk Group co-chairs Yuri Merzlyakov (Russia), Bernard Fassier (France) and Robert 
Bradtke (USA) made a joint statement in New York connected with the Nagorno Karabakh conflict 
regulation. 

Press service of the OSCE told Armenpress that the newly appointed US co-chair Robert Bradtke 
hosted September 24 B. Fassier, Yu. Merzlyakov and personal representative of the OSCE acting 
chairperson Andrzej Kasprzyk for conducting consultations. 

The co-chairs also met with the senior director of the National Security Council’s European affairs 
Elizabeth Sherwood-Randel and Aide to the US Assistant State Secretary Tina Kaidenow. September 25 
the co-chairs met with the Armenian Foreign Minister Edward Nalbandyan and Azerbaijani Foreign 
Minister Elmar Mammedyarov. 

“The two ministers and co-chairs reconfirmed the dedication of conducting negotiations on the 
basis of the basic principles and discussed issues connected with the regional visit of the co-chairs in 
early October. As we have agreed July 18 in Moscow the co-chairs will visit Armenia and Azerbaijan to 
prepare the meeting of the Armenian and Azerbaijani presidents in Kishinev within the framework of CIS 
Summit. The co-chairs, on this important moment in negotiations, called on the two parties to display 
constructiveness in their public statements,” the statement of the co-chairs says. 
 
15.  ARMENIAN FOREIGN AFFAIRS MINISTER MEETS THE USA SECRETARY OF STATE IN NEW 
YORK  [ARMENPRESS, 09/29/09] 
 

Armenian Foreign Affairs Minister Edward Nalbandian delivered an extended speech during the 
64th session of the General Assembly of the United Nations Organization.  

Media Relations department of Armenian Foreign Ministry told Armenpress that in his speech the 
Armenian Foreign Affairs Minister referred to a number of international and regional issues and 
approaches of Armenia towards their regulation. He presented the process of Artsakh conflict 
troubleshooting and the approaches of the Armenian side.  

From the most authoritative international rostrum Edward Nalbandian spoke about the process of 
regulation of Armenian-Turkish relations which started on the initiative of Armenian President Serzh 
Sargsyan.  

On the same day Edward Nalbandian met the USA Secretary of State Hilary Clinton which is the 
second meeting of the heads of foreign affairs departments within this year.   

Greeting the Armenian Foreign Minister the USA Secretary of State noted that the United States 
is partner to Armenia in the democratic reforms as well as in the economic development sphere. Mrs. 
Clinton characterized the Armenian-USA relations as holistic, representative and deep. On behalf of USA 
Administration the Secretary of State Clinton expressed readiness to continue the multilateral cooperation 
with the Armenian President, Government and the Foreign Minister.    

Referring to Armenian-Turkish relations Hilary Clinton highly assessed the efforts of Armenia 
towards regulation of relations with Turkey and reconfirmed the USA position that regulation of relations 
between Armenia and Turkey must be without preconditions and within reasonable timeframes.    

Edward Nalbandian expressed gratification on regular Armenian-USA high level intercourse and 
underscored that attaching importance to further fortification of relations with the USA Armenia will be 
consistent to develop and deepen the friendly partnership with the USA and enhance the cooperation.   

Minister Nalbandian expressed gratitude for the USA Support to the process of regulation of 
Armenian-Turkish relations.  

During the discussion of the Artsakh issue as a co-chairing state in the OSCE Minsk Group 
Edward Nalbandian signified the role of USA in the conflict negotiations.   

Heads of foreign affairs departments of Armenia and USA also exchanged thoughts on issues of 
bilateral interest. 
 
16.  SERZH SARGSYAN AWARDS GIANNI BUQUICCHIO WITH MEDAL OF HONOR  [ARMENPRESS, 
09/29/09] 
 

Armenian President Serzh Sargsyan signed today a decree on awarding Secretary General of the 
Venice Commission of the Council of Europe Gianni Buquicchio with Medal of Honor for his great 
contribution to the Armenia’s integration into Europe, services in the implementation of legal reforms in 
Armenia, presidential press service told Armenpress. 
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17.  OSCE MINSK GROUP CO-CHAIRS TO ARRIVE IN ARMENIA OCTOBER 1  [ARMENPRESS, 
09/29/09] 
 

OSCE Minsk Group co-chairs Yuri Merzlyakov (Russia), Bernard Fassier (France) and Robert 
Bradtke (USA) will arrive in Armenia October 1, personal representative of the OSCE acting chairperson 
Andrzej Kasprzyk said today before the monitoring of the Armenian-Azerbaijani contact line near Tavush 
province. He said the goal of the visit is to prepare the coming meeting of the Armenian and Azerbaijani 
presidents. 

The co-chairs will visit Azerbaijan as well. They have suggested the parties meet in Kishinev 
within the framework of CIS Summit. 

 
18.  SERZH SARGSYAN “WE ARE VERY INTERESTED IN CONSOLIDATION AND DEEPENING OF 
OUR TIES WITH CHINA”  [ARMENPRESS, 09/29/09] 
 

On the occasion of the national holiday of People’s Republic of China - 60th anniversary of its 
establishment – President of Armenia Serzh Sargsyan visited today Chinese embassy in Armenia. 

Press Office of the President told Armenpress that Serzh Sargsyan congratulated the 
ambassador and conveyed warm greetings to the President of China Hu Jintao, leadership and people 
wishing them further development and prosperity. 

Serzh Sargsyan greeted the circumstance that China marks its holiday with impressive success 
in economy and its public life. “We are very interested in consolidation and deepening of our ties with 
China and will do everything possible for further development of our relations,” President Serzh Sargsyan 
said. 

The president of the republic and Chinese ambassador discussed prospects of development of 
trade-economic partnership between the two countries, Armenia’s participation in “Shanghai Expo 2010” 
exhibition. 
 
19.  PRESIDENT SERZH SARGSYAN HAS A PHONE CONVERSATION WITH THE PRESIDENT OF 
LEBANON MICHEL SULEYMAN  [ARMENPRESS, 09/29/09] 
 

Armenian President Serzh Sargsyan before his All-Armenian tour which will start October 1 had a 
phone conversation with the President of Lebanon Michel Suleyman. Press office of the president told 
Armenpress that during the phone conversation the Lebanese president once again pointed out the 
peculiar sympathy of the Lebanese people toward Armenians. Serzh Sargsyan and Michel Suleyman 
highly underscored the friendly ties between the two peoples, pointing out the weighty contribution of 
Lebanese Armenian community to the development of Armenian-Lebanese friendly relations. The 
presidents also exchanged thoughts over the prospects of development of bilateral relations. 
 
20.  YURI MERZLYAKOV: “UPDATED VARIANT OF THE MADRID PRINCIPLES OF NAGORNO 
KARABAKH CONFLICT REGULATION IS READY”  [ARMENPRESS, 09/29/09] 
 

The updated variant of the Madrid principles of Nagorno Karabakh conflict regulation is ready and 
OSCE Minsk Group co-chairs will present them to the parties during their regular regional visit. 

“Madrid principles are already updated we have worked on them at the meeting in Krakow, in late 
July,” Russian co-chair of the OSCE Minsk Group Yuri Merzlyakov said. 
 
21.  RA PRESIDENT SIGNS A NUMBER OF LAWS ADOPTED BY NA  [NOYAN TAPAN, 09/28/09] 
  

On September 25, RA President Serzh Sargsyan signed the following laws adopted by the RA 
National Assembly: On Making an Amendment to the RA Criminal Code, On Licensing, On Making an 
Addendum to the RA Law On Arms and to the RA Law On State Duties. Noyan Tapan was informed 
about this by the RA President's Press Office. 
    
22.  EDWARD NALBANDIAN MEETS WITH A NUMBER OF COUNTRIES' FOREIGN MINISTERS IN 
NEW YORK   [NOYAN TAPAN, 09/28/09] 
 

RA Foreign Minister Edward Nalbandian, who is in New York on a working visit, on September 
26, had meetings with the Foreign Ministers of Russia, Austria, Switzerland, Serbia, Kazakhstan, 
Australia, Canada, and Iran. 
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A number of bilateral, regional and international issues were discussed at the meeting with RF 
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov. E. Nalbandian informed his Russian counterpart of the details of steps 
undertaken in the direction of normalization of relations between Armenia and Turkey. 

At the meeting with Foreign Minister of Serbia Vuk Jeremic both sides expressed satisfaction with 
the recent activization of cooperation in various spheres, which became noteable for Serbian President's 
official visit to Yerevan at RA President's invitation. V. Jeremic thanking Armenia for its balanced 
approach in the issue of Kosovo presented the process of discussion of the issue of Kosovo at the 
International Court of Justice and Serbian side's expectations. E. Nalbandian, in his turn, informed him 
about the last developments in the normalization process of Armenian-Turkish relations and the Nagorno 
Karabakh settlement negotiations. 

At the meeting with Foreign Minister of Kazakhstan Kanat Saudabayev Edward Nalbandian 
expressed Armenia's readiness to assist Kazakhstan's chairmanship in OSCE next year. The 
interlocutors in detail discussed the development ways of Armenian-Kazakh cooperation, confrontation of 
work at international organizations and OSCE activity. 

Ways of expanding the cooperation, Armenia-European Union relations and possibilities of the 
two countries' cooperation within that framework were discussed at E. Nalbandian's meeting with Foreign 
Minister of Austria Schpindel Eger. At S. Eger's request the Armenian Foreign Minister presented the 
normalization process of Armenian-Turkish relations and its prospects, as well as the latest developments 
in the Nagorno Karabakh settlement negotiations. 

An interested discussion on practical steps and ways aimed at promoting cooperation between 
Armenia and Australia took place at the meeting with Foreign Minister of Australia Stefen Smith. The 
Ministers exchanged thoughts over current problems in international relations and a number of issues and 
discussed the possibility of deepening cooperation within the framework of UN. S. Smith attached 
importance to Australian Armenian community's contribution in various spheres of country's life 
mentioning that it can be a kind of a bridge for expanding cooperation between Armenia and Australia. 
Issues regarding cooperation between Armenia and Canada at international organizations were 
discussed at the meeting with Foreign Minister of Canada Lorens Kannon. The normalization process of 
Armenian-Turkish relations was also touched upon. 

According to a report by the RA Foreign Ministry Press and Information Department, the same 
day the Armenian Foreign Minister met with Foreign Minister of Iran Manouchehr Mottaki. The issues on 
the agenda of bilateral relations and the regional developments were touched upon. At Iranian Foreign 
Minister's request E. Nalbandian presented the normalization process of Armenian-Turkish relations. The 
Iranian Foreign Minister informed the Armenian Foreign Minister of the latest developments of Iran's 
nuclear program. 

During the negotiations with the Foreign Minister of Switzerland Micheline Calmy-Rey E. 
Nalbandian touched upon issues of expansion of cooperation spheres between the two countries. He said 
that the office of the Swiss diplomatic representation opened in Yerevan can play a serious role in that 
issue. The Armenian Foreign Minister thanked his Swiss counterpart for assisting the normalization 
process of relations between Armenia and Turkey. 
 
23.  SERZH SARGSYAN: GEVORG HOVNANIAN CARRIED ON WITH DIGNITY THE BEST 
TRADITIONS OF ARMENIAN PHILANTHROPY  [NOYAN TAPAN, 09/29/09] 
 

Armenian President Serzh Sargyan sent a message of condolence in connection with the death 
of the prominent benefactor Gevorg Hovnanian. The text of the message was submitted to NT by the RA 
presidential press service. It reads: 

"I was pained to learn of the death of the prominent benefactor Gevorg Hovnanian. He was one of 
those highly merited persons who carried on with dignity the best traditions of Armenian philanthropy. Our 
people have lost one of its worthy sons, while our state has lost a patriot and a willing supporter. I express 
my deep condolences to the family and relatives of Gevorg Hovnanian". 
 
24.  SERZH SARGSYAN ADDRESSES CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE TO NIKOLAY RYZHKOV ON 
HIS 80TH BIRTH ANNIVERSARY  [NOYAN TAPAN, 09/29/09] 
 

RA President Serzh Sargsyan has addressed a congratulatory message to RA National Hero 
Nikolay Ryzhkov on the 80th anniversary of his birth. According to the RA President's Press Service, the 
address read: 

"Dear Mr. Rizhkov, 
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"Accept my cordial greetings on the occasion of your birthday, I sincerely wish you health, welfare 
and good luck. 

During your long-term public activity you demonstrated your brilliant, distinctive professional and 
human qualities of a flexible politician, highly skilled professional, shrewd analyst, creative leader and 
skilful organizer. These qualities which have always served for the profits of Russia and its relatives 
favored you with respect and reputation not only in the Russian state and society but also abroad. 

It is pleasant to realize that you have always showed great attention to Armenia, accepted its 
problems as yours and did a lot to help and support Armenia and its people. And now, your activity is 
aimed at the comprehensive development and strengthening of Russian-Armenian interstate relations, to 
the benefit of our countries and their people. 

Dear Mr Rizhkov, I wish you a long life and happiness. May fortune always accompany you and 
spirit of mind be always on your way towards serving the state, society and people." 
 
25.  PETER SEMNEBY: “EU SUPPORTS NORMALIZATION OF ARMENIAN-TURKISH RELATIONS”  
[ARMENPRESS, 09/30/09] 
 

EU Special Representative to the South Caucasus Peter Semneby stated that EU supports 
normalization of relations between Armenia and Turkey. 

“EU’s position is that open borders be in the whole region and we are ready to support 
normalization of relations between Turkey and Armenia,” Semneby said in Baku where he arrived to 
discuss prospects of cooperation between Azerbaijan and EU. 

Referring to the inter-connection of normalization of Armenian-Turkish relations and Karabakh 
conflict regulation issue, Semneby said EU does not want to speculate the interconnection of these two 
processes. 
 
26.  DELEGATION HEADED BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE BELGIAN SENATE ARMAN DE DECKER 
TO ARRIVE TODAY IN YEREVAN  [ARMENPRESS, 09/30/09] 
 

Delegation headed by the chairman of the Belgian Senate Arman de Decker will arrive today in 
Yerevan on an official visit. 

NA public relations department told Armenpress that the chairman will meet with the Armenian 
President Serzh Sargsyan, NA Speaker Hovik Abrahamyan. In the parliament the delegation headed by 
Decker will meet with the heads of the parliamentary factions. On the same day His Holiness Catholicos 
of All Armenians Karekin II will receive the chairman of the Belgian Senate. The delegation will also visit 
museums of St. Etchmiadzin and Zvartnots temple. 

On October 2 the delegation headed by Arman de Decker will meet with the Armenian Prime 
Minister Tigran Sargsyan, Foreign Minister Edward Nalbandyan. The guests will visit Yerevan Economic 
University, Yervand Kochar Museum, Tsitsernakaberd memorial, put a wreath on the monument to the 
victims of the Armenian genocide. 

On October 3 the delegation of the Belgian Senate will participate in the 14th international 
conference on “International Experience of Partnership of Constitution Courts and Parliaments in Rule 
and Guarantee of the Constitution”. October 4 in the morning the Belgian delegation will leave for 
Brussels. 
 
27.  GAGIK MINASYAN SAYS THE PARLIAMENTARY HEARINGS OF ARMENIAN-TURKISH 
RELATIONS ARE AIMED AT PRESENTING TO THE PUBLIC ALL THE VIEWPOINTS OUR POLITICAL 
FORCES  [ARMENPRESS, 09/30/09] 
 
 The parliamentary hearings of Armenian-Turkish relations are aimed at presenting to the public 
all the viewpoints our political forces have today, member of the Armenian Republican Party’s faction, 
head of the NA’s financial-crediting and budget affairs standing committee Gagik Minasyan said today at 
a press conference. 

International experts will also participate in the hearings. “We are greatly underscoring their 
opinion as one thing is to speak with people living and working in Armenia and another thing is to speak 
with people contacting not only with Armenian but also international political circles,” he said. 

According to G. Minasyan, Armenia is now in the beginning of a very long way and it is difficult to 
say how this beginning will be and when we reach the ratification of protocols in parliament. 

“Clearly imagining the situation we must understand that in this round of processes branching is 
possible. This is not a straight line that we think we will start and reach the end in a short time. Branching, 
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developments are possible for which we all must be ready and these parliamentary hearings will arm us 
and the public with knowledge,” Minasyan pointed out. 

Referring to the financial-economic crisis, Minasyan expressed an opinion that it is coming to 
logical end and in the 4th quarter it will not deepen. “Already in the coming year we will have economic 
growth in Armenia,” he predicted.  

According to him, the 2010 budget will be realistic and based on the developments of this year. 
 
28.  R. HOVHANNISSYAN WITHDRAWS HIS APPLICATION OF PUTTING DOWN HIS 
PARLIAMENTARY MANDATE  [ARMENPRESS, 09/30/09] 
 

Today the founder of the “Heritage” party Raffi Hovhannissyan stated about the withdrawal of his 
application of putting down his parliamentary mandate. The NA Speaker Hovik Abrahamyan issued the 
application for his resignation on September 15 and according to the NA charter in case it is not 
withdrawn in 15 days the resignation is considered accepted.    
 Clarifying his step R. Hovhannissyan noted that after presentation of the application of resignation 
“my citizens in Armenia as well as our compatriots living in the Diaspora called on me to use the limited 
arena provided by the National Assembly to act for the sake of the truth and fairness”.   
 Therefore for the respect of these difficult times I withdraw my application to continue the 
commitments with which the “Heritage” faction has proved its loyalty to the human rights and basic 
freedoms,” R. Hovhannisian’s message says. 
 
BUSINESS 
 
29.  GOVERNMENT APPROVES 2010 DRAFT STATE BUDGET OF ARMENIA   [NOYAN TAPAN, 
09/28/09] 
 

At the September 28 special sitting of the Armenian government, the 2010 draft state budget of 
the Republic of Armenia was discussed and approved. 

Minister of Finance Tigran Davtian said that based on opinions of Armenian and foreign experts, 
a 1.2-1.3% growth of GDP is forecast for 2010, and in this case GDP will amount to 3 trillion 214 billion 
drams. The index deflator - the inflation of goods made in Armenia is forecast at 2%, the budget revenues 
are forecast to make 676.7bn drams, including taxes and state duties of 533.5bn drams and social 
payments of 105.2bn drams. The overall budget is forecast to make 701.7bn drams, with expenditures 
amounting to 884.7bn drams and the deficit making 183bn drams. The deficit/GDP ratio will make 5.69%. 
The budgets of communities will amount to 82.5bn drams. 

According to the minister, the 2010 budget expenditures will be less by 85bn drams than this 
year, although 2009 expenditures have been also reduced. Despite this fact, like in 2009, the social, 
scientific expenditures, as well as expenses on national security and other urgent purposes in 2010 will 
remain at the same level. This year most of the budget expenditures were incurred at the expense of 
foreign resources, whereas in 2010 it will be impossible to spend the same amounts: first of all, it is 
necessary to limit the amount of resources attracted so that the budget deficit will be within the 
manageable limits. Besides, the sums (quite large) for servicing the debts received so far will be added in 
the 2010 budget. 

Among expenditures to be reduced next year are capital and public administration expenses. No 
equipment and vehicles will be purchased for the state machinery, while the expenses on business trips 
and official state receptions will halve. A number of expenditures: salaries of civil servants, community 
subsidies, and sums for debt servicing will increase. By the 2010 draft budget, the budget deficit is 
envisaged to make 183bn drams and has to be covered from foreign and domestic sources. 

T. Davtian said that in 2010 the government will try to attract budgetary loans of 7.5bn drams 
from the World Bank and loans of 150 million USD from the IMF: negotiations are being conducted with 
the WB, and an agreement has already been signed with the IMF. One domestic source for covering the 
deficit is the placement of state bonds, from which is expected to receive about 30bn drams, according to 
the minister. "All sources of financing the deficit are known," he said. 
 
30.  STRICTER PENALTIES INTRODUCED FOR ECONOMIC ENTITIES PRESENTING FALSE 
INFORMATION ABOUT EXCESS PAYMENTS OF VAT  [NOYAN TAPAN, 09/26/09] 
 

At the September 23 sitting, the Armenian government approved the bill on making an addition to 
the RA Law on Value Added Tax. In the words of Prime Minister Tigran Sargsyan, the cases when the 
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State Revenue Committee reduces the amount of the excess payment to be paid back are frequent. 
"Such cases do not allow to make a recalculation quickly and to pay back the sums," he said, adding that 
the decision will help estalish order regarding this problem. 

Minister of Finance Tigran Davtian said that by taking this decision, the government "envisages a 
fine for itself": in case of delaying the refund of VAT excess payments to economic entities, the 
government will have to pay a fine to them. According to him, stricter penalties have also been introduced 
for those economic entities which will present false information on the amount of the excess payment. 
Additional checks will be conducted to check the trustworthiness of presented information. 
 
31.  ACCORDING TO FORMER CHAIRMAN OF CBA, ARMENIAN GDP DECLINE TO AMOUNT TO 
15% IN LATE 2009  [NOYAN TAPAN, 09/26/09] 
 

"Although I expected the rate of the Armenian economy's decline to fall by 1-1.5% in August, the 
economic indices of 8 months were sadder than expected," former Chairman of the Central Bank of 
Armenia (CBA) Bagrat Asatrian said at the September 24 press conference. According to him, his 
optimistic expectations were based on neither the steps taken by the government nor some healthy 
processes in the economy, but on the fact that August 2008 was a poor month for the economy, so a little 
better results might be expected in August of this year. 

He said the economic decline made 18.4% in January-August 2009, based on which he forecast 
a GDP decline of 15% rather than 11-13% in late 2009. "Armenia's GDP fell by 400 billion drams as 
compared to 8 months of last year, including a decline of 200-220 billion drams in construction and a drop 
of 100 billion drams in industry. Compared to other CIS countries, we hold the record by the economic 
decline index, including in industry," he said, adding that certain shadow and uncontrolled processes have 
begun in the economy, and the steps taken by the government have no effect on them. B. Asatrian noted 
that big European countries, the U.S. and Japan showed positive results at the end of the first half of 
2009. Even Russia achieved some growth in industry and construction in the first seven months. 

B. Asatrian forecast a 1.5-2% economic recession in Armenia in 2010 in case of such 
preconditions as the stabilization of international markets and an economic growth in Russia. 
 
32.  OPENING ARMENIAN-TURKISH BORDER TO HAVE CONSIDERABLE IMPACT ON ARMENIAN 
ECONOMY, ASHOT SHAHNAZARIAN SAYS  [NOYAN TAPAN, 09/26/09] 
 

Opening the Armenian-Turkish border may have a considerable impact on Armenia's economy, 
Chairman of the RA State Commission for the Protection of Economic Competition Ashot Shahnazarian 
said during the September 24 press conference, noting that it will result in a fall of prices and elimination 
of monopolies and also promote competition in various sectors of the economy. 

"There is no restriction on the entrance of goods from Turkey to Armenia today as these goods 
are brought through Georgia. With the border's opening, our opportunities, especially export 
opportunities, will increase," the commission chairman underlined. 
 
33.  ECONOMY MINISTER SAYS TOURISM BRANCH DISPLAYED ITSELF AS THE MOST INERT 
BRANCH OF ARMENIA’S ECONOMY  [ARMENPRESS, 09/29/09] 
 

The tourism branch of the Armenia’s economy has displayed itself as one of the most inert 
branches, Armenian Economy Minister Nerses Yeritsyan said today at a briefing with reporters. “As of this 
moment we do not have decline, there is even 2% growth as compared with the same span of 2008,” he 
said. 

According to the official information of Armenian National Statistics Service, in the first half of 
2009 207,721 tourists visited Armenia. In 2009 January-August their number reached 351,540. 
 
34.  ARMENIA IS IN THE 43RD PLACE IN THE WORLD WITH ITS EASINESS TO DO BUSINESS  
[Hayastani Hanrapetutiun, 09/29/09] 
 

Among 183 states of the world Armenia is in the 43rd place with its easiness of doing business. In 
the range of the annual reports issued by the World Bank and International Financial Corporation (IFC) 
Armenia has improved its positions with 7 points and raised from the former 50th place to 43rd.  

During today’s seminar on the Doing Business 2010 organized by the World Bank Group and the 
Armenian Government the main author of the report Svetlana Bogdanova noted that the improvement of 
the mentioned index was made due to the implementation of reforms in starting business, getting credit, 
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and border trade. But there are spheres in which there is much to be done, particularly certain reforms 
are needed in the system of tax payment.    

According to the report from the viewpoint of registration of the property Armenia is in the 5th 
place but stays back in the sphere of paying taxes taking the 153rd place.   

“We have much to do in the system of tax administration connected with the frequency of tax 
gathering, practice, discovery of risks, as well as how much time is spent on this process. We hope that 
the inputting of system of electronic report will have a certain impact in this sphere,” Armenian Prime 
Minister said.    

Tigran Sargsyan also singled out the issues of the tax system stressing that the reforms here are 
targeted towards the decrease of procedures in the system and their simplification.  

T. Sargsyan stressed that the Armenian Government attaches importance to the works 
conducted by the World Bank and IFC, which is also an opportunity to control how the Government 
implements the commitments assumed by it.   

According to the Armenian Economy Minister Nerses Yeritsian no matter how much technical 
assistance is provided, it will be impossible to achieve success if the entrepreneurs do not trust and act in 
a transparent way. The Minister pointed out to the inputting of the inspection system and implementation 
of reforms which will clarify the field through technical analyses.   

Head of the World Bank Yerevan office Aristomene Varoudakis also noted that Armenia has 
implemented encouraging reforms in several spheres but there are many tasks in the tax and customs 
administration spheres.   

“The reforms in the tax and customs administration sphere will boost the investments and assist 
the sustainable recovery of the economy and the economic growth,” he added. 
 
35.  PARK OF “ARMAVIA” COMPANY FILLED UP WITH CRJ-200 “BOMBARDIER” AIRPLANE  
[ARMENPRESS, 09/29/09] 
 

The airplane park of “Armavia” Armenian airlines has been filled up with a new airplane. 
Yesterday CRJ-200 “Bombardier” plane has been brought to Armenia. Owner of the airlines Mikhail 
Baghdasarov told journalists that the airplane will implement flights to Minvodi, Stavropol, Voronezh, 
Zurich, Athens and Rome. It can transport 50 passengers.        

According to him the new airplane will contribute to the increase of the profitability of the airlines 
and the decrease of the ticket prices. M. Baghdasarov noted that such an airplane will be exploited in 
Armenia for the first time. He said that the necessity for such a plane is that in winter the flow of 
passengers reduces and the planes become unprofitable.   

“For a long time we were seeking for a plane which would be profitable in winter, small in sizes, 
comfortable, fast and at the same time ensuring low ticket prices,” M. Baghdasarov noted.  

According to him one of the most important issues the state faces is the issue of decrease of 
prices for air tickets, and it will be able to be settled as the CRJ-200 plane is economizing and compared 
with other planes demands less fuel. Such planes are also profitable from the viewpoint of opening of new 
flights when the flow of passengers is small at the beginning.      

The owner of the company noted that the plane has been purchased from a German air 
company. But he did not wish to issue the title of the company and the price of the deal. M. Baghdasarov 
said that the Company will continue to fill up its airplane park but everything will be done cautiously and in 
accordance with the business plans.   

“The activity of the company presents three phases. At the beginning it used old foreign 
airplanes, then rented new ones, but now the third round started when the company buys airplanes 
making them its property,” M. Baghdasarov said.  

“Armavia” Air Company is a member of International Air Transport Association (IATA). It monthly 
implements nearly 250 flights in 30 directions – CIS states, Europe, Middle East. The airplane park of the 
Company consists of A-319, A-320, IL-86, TU-134 planes. 
 
36.  TIGRAN SARGSYAN SAYS FAVORABLE ENVIRONMENT MUST BE CREATED FOR 
DEVELOPMENT OF IT  [ARMENPRESS, 09/29/09] 
 

Armenian Prime Minister Tigran Sargsyan participated today in the “Information Security in 
Armenia: Current Situation and Issues” conference’s special session. 

Governmental press service told Armenpress that greeting the present, the prime minister said 
that IT development is one of the priorities of the Armenian government and serious steps must be 
implemented in that direction so that a favorable atmosphere be created for the development of IT. 
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The prime minister noted that serious work will be done for the development of infrastructures. “In 
the first turn the flaws in infrastructures affect on the speed of presenting information. In that direction we 
have new investment programs,” the prime minister said. He noted that joining the GEANT 2 network and 
applying of CSIRT system creates an exclusive opportunity for Armenian scientists. Underscoring the 
conduction of the conference, the prime minister noted that during it new ties will be created between 
Armenian and foreign scientists. The head of the government underscored the issues on training of 
students and specialists. 
 
37.  RA FINANCE MINISTER CALLS 2010 BUDGET OF ARMENIA "BUDGET OF ECONOMIC 
STABILIZATION"  [NOYAN TAPAN, 09/29/09] 
 

In 2010, economic growth will make 1.2-1.3% in Armenia which will enable to get out of the crisis 
in 2011, RA Minister of Finance Tigran Davtian told reporters on September 29. 

In his words, the 2010 state budget is a budget of economic stabilization. "I think we will be able 
to finally stabilize the economy next year and will even try to create a basis to ensure the sustanable 
development of the country in the coming years," he said. 

He informed the reporters that now and in future years the government will conduct an 
expansionary policy aimed at neutralizing the crisis, at the same time trying to maintain state 
expenditures.  Social expenditures, and expenses on national security and public administration will be 
maintained within the limits of the possile. It is planned to reduce shaply expenditures on the purchase of 
equipment and vehicles, on business trips and reception of delegations in 2010. "We are going to 
establish a strict saving mode for the state government system. We also envisage reducing, to some 
extent, capital expenditures at the expense of the state budget," the minister said. 
 
38.  DIRECTOR OF “ARMECONOMBANK” SAYS THE CHANGES OF THE CURRENCY RATES WILL 
BE SLOW AND VISIBLE  [Haykakan Zhamanak, 09/30/09] 
 

The situation established as a result of devaluation of dram against dollar during the latest period 
is not like the situation in March this year when dram abruptly devaluated against dollar, said the director 
of “Armeconombank” D. Sukiasian during today’s meeting with journalists.    

According to him at present dram is a little bit devalued but “we do not prognoses great shakes 
and are sure on our predictions.”   

D. Sukiasian even considered the future evaluation of dram for 5% possible as the residents have 
bought great volumes of foreign currency during the latest period, changed the deposits in banks from 
dram to dollar as a result of which for example in the “Armeconombank” 90% of the deposits are in 
foreign currency and only 10% in drams.      

Previously 50% of the deposits were kept in dram. “In this condition the banks will finally have to 
sell the foreign currency. But the changes of the currency rate will be in slow steps and visible,” he 
expressed confidence.    

According to D. Sukiasian the Armenian commerce banks were able to successfully combat the 
crisis. In this situation the Central Bank also showed fast and supporting intervention. Now the banks 
have already started to implement active crediting but have not yet restored the previous demand 
tempos.  

During the third trimester of this year the hypothec credit market has also somehow activated but 
these volumes are also not gratifying yet. 
 
39.  ARMENIAN PRIME MINISTER TIGRAN SARGSYAN RECEIVED TODAY THE DIRECTOR OF THE 
WORLD BANK ARMENIAN OFFICE ARISTOMENE VARUDAKIS  [ARMENPRESS, 09/30/09] 
 

Armenian Prime Minister Tigran Sargsyan received today the director of the World Bank 
Armenian Office Aristomene Varudakis and members of his delegation. 

Governmental press service told Armenpress that during the meeting the sides discussed issues 
on bilateral cooperation, pointed out the importance of reflecting the priorities of the activity of the 
government in joint programs. 
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DIASPORA 
 
40.  HAKOB AVETIKIAN: SERZH SARGSYAN'S ONE-WEEK ALL ARMENIAN TRIP STRESSES 
DIASPORA'S IMPORTANCE  [NOYAN TAPAN, 09/29/09] 
 

RA President Serzh Sargsyan's one-week all Armenian trip stresses Diaspora's importance, gives 
a signal to everyone on Diaspora's being a factor. Azg daily's editor-in-chief Hakob Avetikian expressed 
such an opinion at a September 29 press conference. 
 It should be mentioned that for hearing Armenian Diaspora's opinions of normalization of 
Armenian-Turkish relations the RA President will visit Paris, New York, Los Angeles, Beirut, and Rostov-
on-Don from October 1. 

According to H. Avetikian, more importance was attached to the Diaspora during S. Sargsyan's 
tenure, and the creation of the RA Ministry of Diaspora is one of its evidence. "All this proves that S. 
Sargsyan's power works with the Diaspora as a whole," he said. In H. Avetikian's opinion, President's all 
Armenian trip once more stresses the importance of the issue of recognition of the Armenian Genocide. 
"It is a very serious message to the Diaspora and especially to various countries, including Turkey. 
Turkey always put forward a condition that RA should influence and silence the Diaspora, and President's 
this visit stresses Diaspora's factor and thus, the importance of the issue of Genocide saying that we 
cannot make concessions here," H. Avetikian mentioned. 

In his opinion, though during the trip the RA President will not meet wide circles of Diaspora, 
nevertheless it can introduce a change in Diasporan Armenians' thinking. According to H. Avetikian, the 
Diaspora really needs correct information. Meanwhile he said that the Diaspora cannot have a common 
opinion. 
 
41.  THE DIASPORA MINISTRY IS PLANNING TO ORGANIZE ALL-ARMENIAN BUSINESS FORUM IN 
ARMENIA  [ARMENPRESS, 09/30/09] 
 

The Diaspora Ministry is planning to organize All-Armenian business forum in Armenia. Minister 
Hranush Hakobyan said today at a press conference that the accent will be made on the businessmen 
who live or make investments in Armenia. 

“We want to understand what issues and difficulties they have in the legal system and how we 
can help them. We must support them as we can,” Hranush Hakobyan said. With that aim the ministry 
developed a manual in which Armenia’s legislations has been analyzed. It will be useful for any person 
making investments in Armenia. The Armenian and English variants of the manual are ready and will 
soon be published. 

During the running year the Diaspora Ministry conducted 2 specialized All-Armenian conferences 
– architects and lawyers. H. Hakobyan said that organization of conferences is not an end in itself, a 
serious work is expected after it as well. After the mentioned conferences specialized associations have 
been created for which the ministry is building internet networks for a joint working environment. Through 
this the world spread Armenians may freely contact and cooperate with each other. The network of 
Armenian architects is already functioning and through it “Armenian Architects’ Association” is involved in 
a number of projects. 

The biggest of it is the works connected with Armenia’s participation in “Shanghai Expo 2010” big 
international exhibition which will take place in China in 2010. 

More than 50 big international organizations from 192 countries will participate in the event.  
Armenia will present “World’s City” project which will show a contemporary city with districts each 
presenting architectural peculiarities and styles of different peoples of the world. The project of district of 
each country will be presented by Armenian architects living there. In Armenia that town is expected to be 
build in future in Ararat valley. 
 
42.  H. HAKOBIAN SAYS THE MEETING OF ARMENIAN PRESIDENT WITH THE REPRESENTATIVES 
OF DIASPORA ON THE OCCASION OF PROTOCOLS SIGNED BETWEEN ARMENIA AND TURKEY 
IS AN UNPRECEDENTED STEP  [ARMENPRESS, 09/30/09]                       
 

The meeting of Armenian President with the representatives of Armenian Diaspora on the 
occasion of the protocols signed between Armenia and Turkey is an unprecedented step, said the 
Armenian Diaspora Minister Hranoush Hakobian during today’s meeting with journalists.  
 According to her from the very first day of his inauguration the President of the state stressed the 
importance of the Diaspora and proves it with this step.    
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“The Armenian President wishes to show that working with the Diaspora does not carry a fictive 
character but is reasonable in its essence. I think that the Diaspora will feel satisfied as it has an 
opportunity to address their problems and proposals to the Head of the state. With this step it becomes 
obvious that the Diaspora for us is an important factor,” H. Hakobian said.   

According to her the diversity of the Diaspora is the advantage of Armenia and Armenia is proud 
with its Diaspora. 
 
ARTS 
 
43.  MOSCOW ARMENIAN THEATRE COMES FORWARD WITH TOUR PERFORMANCES IN 
YEREVAN  [ARMENPRESS, 09/29/09] 
 

Moscow Armenian Theatre has been coming forward with tour performances in Yerevan since 
September 27. Art Director of the theatre Slava Stepanyan said at today’s press conference that the plays 
“Vay, Vay or Voyage in Armenian Way” and “Fight” will be performed on the Armenian stage.  

The first “Vay, Vay” performance of Moscow Armenian Theatre was staged at the beginning of 
the 20th century on the basis of Armenian dramaturge Grigor Ter-Alexanyan’s piece, in which a number of 
inner-political issues running in South Caucasus are stressed.    

The Chechen fight lies on the basis of “Fight” performance, about which Russian young 
dramaturge Aleksey Rimov has referred in his work.  

“The goal of Moscow Russian Theatre is to present to the Armenian spectator high-quality 
performances based on the best traditions of the Armenian theatre. I think the Armenian spectator will 
accept our performances warmly”, S. Stepanyan said. “They are performed both in Armenian and 
Russian languages, though there are also Jews among the artists besides the Armenians and Russians.   

According to the Art Director of the theatre, the both plays have managed to receive diplomas 
and awards in a number of Moscow and international festivals. On the Armenian stage they will be 
presented till September 29. 

The Yerevan plays of Moscow Theatre are held on the initiative of the Benevolent Fund for 
Armenian Culture Development with the support of Moscow House in Yerevan and National Theatre. 
 
44.  “ARMENPRESS” PHOTO COLLECTION PRESENTED IN IJEVAN  [ARMENPRESS, 09/30/09] 
 

“Armenpress: 90 Years with Armenia” photo exhibition opened today in Ijevan municipality’s 
Tourism and Business Information Center. The exhibition presents more than 100 works from the rich 
photo archive of the agency which presents the most important episodes, distinguished figures and 
intellectuals, cultural, scientific, sports figures from the first Armenian republic till nowadays. 

Among many guests present were Governor of Tavush province Armen Ghularyan, deputy 
governor Levon Sargsyan, Ijevan mayor Varuzhan Nersisyan. Greeting the idea of the conduction of the 
exhibition in Tavush province, Governor Armen Ghularyan said that it is an event in the cultural life of the 
province. “I thank the directorate of the news agency for including our province in the events dedicated to 
the 90th anniversary of “Armenpress”,” Tavush governor said. “More than 100 presented photos are the 
chronology of our country as “Armenpress” is functioning from the First Republic to our days. The 
exhibition is also a peculiar certificate for the young generation. The interest is great and I think that 
during the seven days of its functioning in the province the showing hall will be full of people like on the 
opening day.” 

Deputy governor of the province Levon Sargsyan noted on his part that the correspondents of 
“Armenpress” have always been in the hot points of our history and conveyed fresh information to the 
people. 

Ijevan Mayor Varuzhan Nersisyan said this exhibition gave an opportunity to once again throw a 
retrospective glance to the comparatively recent period of our history and assess our rich historic past in 
a new way. 

The exhibition will last in Ijevan until October 5. Earlier it has been presented in Yerevan, 
Hrazdan, Ashtarak and Gavar. Another interesting fact: besides the photos the copy of the 1918 
December 18 decision of the National Council of the First Republic on establishment of Armenian 
Telegraph Agency (in future Armenpress) is being presented, which according to the director of 
“Armenpress” Hrayr Zoryan is a very important document for knowing the exact date of establishment of 
the first Armenian news agency. “For known reasons the Soviet chronology presented the establishment 
of the state agency in 1922 but we see that in 1918 it was already formed,” Hrayr Zoryan noted. 
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45.  PRESENTATIONS OF NEW ARMENIAN FILMS TO BE HELD PER WEEK IN “MOSCOW” CINEMA  
[ARMENPRESS, 09/30/09] 
 

Presentations of new Armenian films will be held per week for 3 months in “Moscow” cinema.  
The initiative has taken Armenian National Cinema Center, “Moscow” cinema and Public 

television. An official from the National Cinema Center told Armenpress that S. Babayan’s “Do not look at 
the mirror”, H. Hakhverdyan’s “Looking for Narekatsi”, Hovh. Galstyan’s “Mingled Parallels”, Vahan 
Khachatryan’s “Welcome”, H. Khachatryan’s “Border” films are involved in film presentations. Programs of 
cartoon, documentary, short-length and debut films will be presented as well. After each premiere the 
given film will be shown in cinema halls for some period of time. The spectator will have the opportunity of 
watching the new films with more available prices.  

Armenian films having been produced in the last two years in near future will be broadcasted by 
public television, afterward – by other channels as well. 

On the initiative of the Cinema Center already for the second time showings of Armenian films will 
be implemented in Armenian provinces, in Artsakh and in different military units. Currently the Cinema 
Center intends to organize a film showing in Stepanakert, Kashatagh and Sisian. 
 
46.  NKR PRESIDENT MEETS WITH THE ARMENIAN COMPOSER CONSTANTINE ORBELYAN  
[ARMENPRESS, 09/30/09] 
 

On September 29 President of the Nagorno Karabakh Republic Bako Sahakyan met famous 
Armenian composer, People’s Artist of the USSR Constantine Orbelyan who arrived in Artsakh on the 
same day. 

Central Information Department of the Office of the President told Armenpress that Bako 
Sahakyan rated high the input of the maestro in the development of culture and expressed hope that the 
well-known composer would continue to wage an active and creative way of life in the future. 

The interlocutors discussed issues related to the development of culture and musical art in 
Artsakh. NKR minister of culture and youth affairs Narine Aghabalyan partook at the meeting. 
 
RELIGION 
 
47.  PRESIDENT OF THE NKR MEETS WITH SUPREME PATRIARCH AND CATHOLICOS OF ALL 
ARMENIANS KAREKIN II  [ARMENPRESS, 09/29/09] 
 

On 28 September President of the Nagorno Karabakh Republic Bako Sahakyan met with 
Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians Karekin II who arrived in Artsakh to participate in 
solemn celebrations dedicated to the 20th anniversary of reopening the Artsakh Diocese of the One Holy 
Universal Apostolic Orthodox Armenian Church. 

Central Information Department of the office of the NKR President told Armenpress that a wide 
range of issues related to relations between the state and the church, socio-economic situation in 
Artsakh, and the settlement of the Azerbaijani-Karabakh conflict were discussed at the meeting. 

The president highlighted the visit of the Supreme Patriarch to Artsakh, noting that that it would 
duly contribute to the development of spiritual life in NKR. 

The importance of steady deepening the state-church interrelations and carrying out important 
religious events in Artsakh was mutually underlined.  

Touching upon the settlement of the Azerbaijani-Karabakh conflict Bako Sahakyan noted that the 
official Stepanakert is a proponent of peaceful settlement and the restoration of the full-fledged 
negotiation format. The President again underlined that independence and security of Artsakh cannot be 
matters of discussions.  

The primate of the Artsakh Diocese Archbishop Pargev Martirosyan, and supreme hierarchs of 
the Armenian Apostolic Church partook at the meeting. 
 
SOCIAL 
 
48.  NO CASES OF SWINE FLU REPORTED IN ARMENIA SO FAR  [NOYAN TAPAN, 09/26/09]   
 

No cases of swine flue have been reported in Armenia so far, chief expert of the State Hygienic 
Antiepidemic Inspection of the RA Ministry of Health Lina Torosian said at the September 24 press 
conference. 
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In her words, like in other countries, according to the recommendations of the World Health 
Organization (WHO) a staff was formed in Armenia in April 2009 to control the situation and provide 
information about preventive measures to the ministry. 
 Controls have been tightened up at the border check points, Zvartnots and Shirak Airports. 

As a whole, the epidemic situation in terms of swine flue spread remains tense, L. Torosian said. 
By data of WHO, as of September 18, the number of people infected with virus H1N1 made 300,000 
worldwide, with 3,500 confirmed deaths. Cases of swine flu have been recorded in our region as well: in 
Georgia, Azerbaijan, Turkey and Iran. 
 
49.  AWARDS HANDED TO “INNOVATION CONTEST-2009” WINNERS  [ARMENPRESS, 09/29/09] 
 

The results of the “Innovation Contest-2009” organized by “Arpa” organization was summed up 
today in the Armenian State Architecture University. The award-handing ceremony was held as well.  

Fourteen tenders had been submitted to the contest mainly by the students of Yerevan State 
University (YSU) and Yerevan State Agriculture University (YSAU). RA Economy Minister Nerses 
Yeritsyan highly assessed the event, considered it encouraging and noted that today states make 
investments in the innovation development, as the innovations ensure the country’s main income. “Our 
government encourages the innovation initiators, too, and calls on especially the young people to display 
activeness in developing it”, N. Yeritsyan said. 

Executive Director of “Arpa” organization Hakob Panosyan highly assessed the innovations 
invented by the contest participants and noted that the activity of their organization is directed toward 
establishing bridges of close cooperation between Armenia and USA in different spheres of science and 
economy. “We hope that this contest will promote the formation of innovative ideas in youth circles and 
their appliance in future as well”, H. Panosyan said. 

N. Yeritsyan handed diplomas to 14 contest participants, as well as money awards to the 
participants having occupied the first, the second, the third and the fourth places – 2 000, 1000, 600 and 
400 USD equivalent AMD respectively. 

At the award-giving ceremony the start of the application reception for the next year was 
announced as well. Any student or aspirant of Armenian higher educational establishment, as well any 
post-graduate of 1 year, who has been in the university at the time of making the invention, may take part 
in the contest. The innovation must be the student’s independent work and must be practically applicable. 
 
50.  A LABOR FAIR TO BE HELD OCTOBER 2 IN DILIJAN  [ARMENPRESS, 09/29/09] 
 

“State Employment Service” agency of Armenian Labor and Social Affairs Ministry will organize a 
labor fair October 2 in the Dilijan music college.   

Head of the Agency Sona Harutyunian told Armenpress that 32 employers will take part in the 
fair. This year the Agency has adopted a flexible policy in the issue of organization of the fair to make it 
more aiming. Formerly a study of proposals of the employers has been conducted and the province been 
selected where there is job demand and vacancies.      
 This year’s first labor fair was organized in Shirak in September. According to S. Harutyunian it 
was rather successful; 1500 visitors were intended but more than 3000 people visited it.    

“We had quite positive feedbacks from the employers as well as from the job seekers. Many 
businessmen expressed readiness to take part in the next fair. Such events give an opportunity to 
establish a direct link between the employer and the job seeker,” S. Harutyunian said.   

At the start of October it will become known how many people have been employed after the fair 
organized in the Shirak province.  

On the whole the “State Employment Service” agency intends to organize 6 labor fairs by the end 
of the year. 
 
51.  FROM OCTOBER 1 TRAINING COURSES TO BE HELD FOR THE UNEMPLOYED PEOPLE 
REGISTERED IN THE “STATE EMPLOYMENT SERVICE” AGENCY  [ARMENPRESS, 09/29/09] 
 

From October 1 training courses will be held for the unemployed people registered in the “State 
Employment Service” agency.   

Head of the Agency Sona Harutyunian told Armenpress that 173 unemployed people will take 
part in the courses to be organized in Shirak, Syunik, Kotayk and Yerevan. Crafts, service, agriculture 
and information technologies are involved in the list of professions.  
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Selection of the provinces is conditioned by the fact that the unemployment rate in these 
provinces continues to be high. Already agreements have been reached with the corresponding 
employers for employment of 72 people.  

The initiative is being implemented within the frameworks of the recently signed cooperation 
agreement between Armenian Labor and Social Affairs Ministry and UN Armenian House. All the 
expenditures connected with the conduction of retraining courses and oversight will be covered by the UN 
Armenian House. 
 
52.  "THE ARMENIANS" BY GABRIELA ULUHOGIAN PUBLISHED IN ITALIAN  [NOYAN TAPAN, 
09/29/09] 
 

"The Armenians" ("Gli Armenia"), a 203-page work by Gabriela Uluhogian, has been published in 
Italy, Azg newspaper reported. 

This work can be considered as the most comprehensive and complete volume on the history of 
Armenia, which has ever been published in Italian. G. Uluhogian is a respected person in Armenological 
circles. For more than 30 years she headed the Chair of Armenian Studies at Bologna University where 
she taught Armenian language and literature. She is the author of numerous articles and publications. 

In the first chapter of "The Armenians" the author provides general information about the 
geography and history of Armenia. The second chapter deals with Armenia's history, from the times of the 
Kingdom of Urartu to the present day. The third chapter contains information on the Armenian Church. In 
the fourth chapter of the book, G. Uluhogian dedicated over 70 pages to Armenian culture and its 
universal value, and the last, fifth chapter is on the Armenian Diaspora. 

The book was released in Bologna in 2009. 
 
53.  WATER-PIPE FOR THREE VILLAGES IN HADRUT REGION BEING CONSTRUCTED  [NOYAN 
TAPAN, 09/29/09] 
 

A water-pipe is being constructed for the villages of Taghlar, Azokh and Drakhtik in Hadrut region 
of Nagorno Karabakh. The construction work is sponsored by the French local body of the Hayastan All-
Armenian Fund and the government of the Nagorno Karabakh Republic. As the Fund reports, the 
villagers have suffered from a shortage of drinking water for many years, they have to bring water from 
nearby springs. 
 The project cost is over 328 million drams. It is planned to complete the construction of the 22-km 
water-pipe in December 2009. 
 
54.  ARMENIAN PRESIDENT AWARDS THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF “SYNOPSIS 
ARMENIA” COMPANY WITH A SPECIAL AWARD  [ARMENPRESS, 09/30/09] 
 

Armenian President Serzh Sargsyan received today 30 students and pupils who deserved the 
annual award of the Armenian President in the IT sphere.  

Presidential Press office told Armenpress that President Sargsyan congratulated the prizewinners 
and wished them new successes. The head of the state stressed the importance of this award, which was 
initiated by the “Synopsis Armenia” company and which has already become traditional noting that it is 
one more opportunity to discover and develop the abilities of talented children.   

“When we say that the welfare of the state is its educated and modern generation, we first of all 
mean those young people, like you. Today the level of development of societies in the world is measured 
according to the level of spread of high technologies in them. Such societies suppose high education 
level and changes in all the spheres of the life. Thereafter if we wish our state to be competitive we are 
obliged to settle these issues. I want to assure you that your activity is demanded, assessed and the state 
will permanently assist young people like you,” Serzh Sargsyan said.    

The prizewinners expressed gratitude to President Sargsyan and the leadership of “Synopsis 
Armenia” company for the attention they show and opportunities for improvement of the knowledge.   

Head of the “Synopsis” company, chief operation director Chi-fun Chan, who was present at the 
meeting, said that the company has long-ranging projects in Armenia and will continue the investments in 
the scientific-educational sphere of information technologies.     

Serzh Sargsyan noted that this is one of those cases when the interest of the state and the 
private company coincide, therefore the state is ready to support the initiatives of the company serving to 
these interests.   
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Serzh Sargsyan awarded the chief director of “Synopsis Armenia” CJSC Rich Goldman with a 
special prize for his notable contribution to the consolidation of the annual education prize awards in the 
IT sphere in Armenia. 
 
55.  148 SCHOOLS OF PROVINCES OF THE REPUBLIC WILL BE PROVIDED WITH 700 
COMPUTERS FOR FREE  [ARMENPRESS, 09/30/09] 
 

By October 10, 148 schools of the provinces of the republic will be provided with nearly 700 
computers for free.   

An official from the “Center of educational programs” of Armenian Education and Science Ministry 
Nune Voskanian told Armenpress that mainly the insecure school of the provinces are intended to be 
supported as the Yerevan schools mainly find means for getting computers.    

Process of allocation of the computers has already kicked off in Tavush and Lori. According to N. 
Voskanian selection of the schools is also based on the number of pupils and the technical armament. 
Each school will averagely be provided with 3-4 computers. Majority of computers will be provided to 
schools in Lori, Tavush and Armavir provinces.   

Within the frameworks of “Education quality and relevance” credit project already nearly 6000 
computers have been provided to the schools of the provinces. Nearly 80% of the schools of the republic 
have been involved in the project.   

Schools have previously noted how many classrooms and what kind of techniques they have and 
according to it the “Center of educational projects” decided how many computers the given educational 
establishment needs.  

An opportunity has been provided to cover only the 41.67% of the computer price part-by-part 
within one year. A high participation index was registered in the schools of the provinces; the schools of 
Shirak and Lori were most active ones.    

Very few schools from Yerevan have applied. 
 
56.  SECONDARY SCHOOLS OF M. MASRIK VILLAGE OF GEGHARKUNIK PROVINCE AND OF 
HAGHORT VILLAGE OF NKR’S MARTUNI REGION ESTABLISHED FRIENDLY TIES  [ARMENPRESS, 
09/30/09] 
 

The delegation of the secondary school of Mets Masrik village of Gegharkunik province headed 
by Director Atom Hakobyan has left for Haghort village of Martuni region, Karabakh.  

In Haghort M. Masrik’s representatives met with the pedagogic staff and pupils, the pedagogues 
made an experience exchange. On the proposal of the school directors Haghort’s pupils will start a letter-
writing contact with their contemporaries of M. Masrik.  

The director of M. Masrik’s school donated to Haghort’s pupils clothes and stationery.  The 
delegation of Haghort’s school will pay a mutual visit to M. Masrik. 
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