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TRANSLATIONS FROM YEREVAN NEWSPAPERS AND OTHER NEWS 
AGENCIES 
 
POLITICS 
 
1.  ACCORDING TO ANDRANIK TEVANIAN, PROCESS OF OPENING OF ARMENIAN-TURKISH 
BORDER WILL REACH A DEADLOCK  [NOYAN TAPAN, 09/23/09] 
 

The process of opening of Armenian-Turkish border will reach a deadlock as the Nagorno 
Karabakh problem is first of all discussed in connection with opening of the borders. Economist Andranik 
Tevanian expressed such an opinion in his interview to Noyan Tapan correspondent. In his words, though 
he is for opening the borders, he is against "those open borders" if it is at the price of ceding Nagorno 
Karabakh. 

According to A. Tevanian's estimation, at the moment the issue of opening the border is of third-
rate importance, while Armenia has declared that its first and foremost task is to have an open border, 
which Turks estimate as a sign of weakness and try "to solve the Nagorno Karabakh problem with a total 
package." 

Commenting RA Foreign Minister's statement that conditioning the normalization of Armenian-
Turkish relations by steps of Nagorno Karabakh settlement is excluded, A. Tevanian mentioned that the 
authorities also have understood that it is dangerous. "For me, it is important what Turkey declares as it is 
the Turks and not us who will open the border. And if it is them who will open the border, they dictate 
preconditions. It is a pity that RA President Serzh Sargsyan at the initial stage of "football diplomacy" by 
mistake asked Abdullah Gul to assist them in the issue of Karabakh. Now they have felt their mistake and 
try to draw back, and resources are needed for that, which they lack," A. Tevanian said. 

According to the economist, formerly Turkey in no way was able to intervene in the Nagorno 
Karabakh problem and was suspending the process of Genocide recognition in the whole world, while 
today they have got free of that problem as the whole  political sphere of Armenia, from the opposition up 
to the authorities, is for quick opening of the borders. "S. Sargsyan at least formally states that the 
Armenian-Turkish relations are separated from the relations with Karabakh, but Armenian National 
Congress leader Levon Ter-Petrosian says that they are interrelated and sees positive elements in it," A. 
Tevanian said. 

According to his supposition, before signing of Armenian-Turkish protocols it is very possible that 
Armenia and Azerbaijan will sign some document connected with Karabakh, which can resemble an 
agreement over principles. "Maybe S. Sargsyan manages to avoid it, maybe not but pressures will be 
great in the respect that they will try in any way possible to link "the Armenian-Turkish" with Karabakh," A. 
Tevanian emphasized. 

As to activization of Armenia's economy by opening the border, the economist does not consider 
realistic to speak about it. In his opinion, it will have the same result as Armenian-Persian border's being 
open, that is, "neither bad nor good." "However I consider a myth the opinion that our economy will 
prosper," A. Tevanian said. 
 
2.  EDWARD NALBANDIAN RECEIVES POLAND'S STATE MINISTER FOR EUROPE MIKOLAY 
DOWGIELEWICZ  [NOYAN TAPAN, 09/23/09] 
 

RA Foreign Minister Edward Nalbandian and Poland's State Minister for Europe, Vice-Chairman 
of the Council of Ministers of Poland Mikolay Dowgielewicz, on September 23, had a detailed talk over 
Armenia-European Union cooperation and steps to be undertaken in that direction. They attached 
importance to the start of the Eastern Partnership program on Polish-Swedish initiative and complete use 
of its potential, especially in issues of facilitation of the procedure of receiving entrance visas and signing 
a free trade agreement. 

According to a report by the RA Foreign Ministry Press and Information Department, at guest's 
request E. Nalbandian presented the normalization process of Armenian-Turkish relations. M. 
Dowgielewicz welcomed the steps undertaken in that direction and expressed the hope that they will have 
perceptible results. 

E. Nalbandian also presented the latest developments in the negotiations aimed at Nagorno 
Karabakh settlement. 
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3.  ARMAN MUSINIAN DOES NOT EXCLUDE THAT SPECIAL ELECTIONS WILL BE HELD IN 
ARMENIA  [Aravot, 09/23/09] 
 

Serious developments, in particular, in the issues of Armenian-Turkish relations and Nagorno 
Karabakh settlement, await Armenia and Armenian society in the future. Arman Musinian, the 
Spokesperson of first RA President Levon Ter-Petrosian, expressed such an opinion at a September 23 
press conference. In his words, the Armenian National Congress (ANC) will play a very active role in 
these processes. A. Musinian does not exclude, either, holding of special elections in the country. 

He also mentioned that the process of normalization of Armenian-Turkish relations accelerated 
the Nagorno Karabakh settlement. "No matter how much these authorities insist that these two issues are 
not connected with each other, all the same they have linked them with each other and will have to give a 
solution to them with a common package, which causes anxiety," he said. 

According to him, ANC and ARFD cannot unite in fighting the current process of normalization of 
Armenian-Turkish relations "as the latter does not demand RA President's resignation and naively thinks 
that the RA Foreign Minister is to blame for all this." 

A. Musinian said that ANC will not take part in the parliamentary hearings on discussion of 
Armenian-Turkish protocols as they are a goal in themselves and have an imitation nature. "No task of 
changing the protocols, but only a task of ratifying them or not has been set. And the parliament being a 
non-political structure will organize purely formal hearings. The parliament willy-nilly will ratify the decision 
it will be ordered from Baghramian, 26," A. Musinian said. 
 
4.  NEXT OUTGOING SESSION OF ARMENIAN GOVERNMENT TO BE HELD IN VANADZOR  
[ARMENPRESS, 09/24/09] 
 

Second session of the Armenian government will be held October 1 in Vanadzor, Armenian Prime 
Minister Tigran Sargsyan said today at the session of the government. 

According to the relevant decision of the government, four times a year – each quarter – 
government sessions are being conducted in the provinces of the country being aimed at getting 
acquainted with the issues of the given province, point out issues for their solution and develop long-term 
and short-term programs. 
 
5.  ARMENIAN PM TO LEAVE FOR RUSSIA  [ARMENPRESS, 09/24/09] 
 

Armenian Prime Minister Tigran Sargsyan will leave for Russian Federation September 24 on a 
two-day working visit to take part in the 11th session of the Armenian-Russian inter-governmental 
economic cooperation commission which will take place in the town of Yaroslavle. 

Governmental press service told Armenpress that the delegation headed by the prime minister 
will consists of the head of the government’s staff David Sargsyan, Armenian Finance Minister Tigran 
Davtyan, Economy Minister Nerses Yeritsyan, Chairman of the State Revenue Committee Gagik 
Khachatryan, and other officials. 
 
6.  A. MUSINYAN SAYS SERIOUS PROGRESS IS EXPECTED IN THE PROCESSES OF ARMENIAN-
TURKISH RELATIONS AND NK CONFLICT RESOLUTION  [ARMENPRESS, 09/24/09] 
 

“Armenian public may face serious progress in the processes of Armenian-Turkish relations 
regulation and Nagorno Karabakh conflict resolution”, Arman Musinyan – the spokesman for RA first 
President, Leader of Armenian National Congress Levon Ter-Petrosyan said at today’s press conference.  

His forecasting is based on the serious progresses registered in the latest period. “The processes 
of the regulation of Armenian-Turkish relations have essentially deepened, and the progress of Nagorno 
Karabakh resolution has speeded-up”, A. Musinayan said. According to him, RA President Serzh 
Sargsyan’s initiative on the regulation of Armenian-Turkish relations was not connected with a command 
or wish of some country. He said the Armenian-Turkish initially signed protocols will be signed on October 
13 during S. Sargsyan’s expected visit to Turkey. 

Speaking about the possible cooperation of Armenian National Congress and Armenian 
Revolutionary Federation A. Musinyan noted that at present it is not possible, as both sides have different 
approaches. 
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7.  ARMENIAN VICE PRIME MINISTER RECEIVES DELEGATION OF “VEOLIA” COMPANY  
[ARMENPRESS, 09/24/09] 
 

Armenian vice Prime Minister, Territorial Administration Minister Armen Gevorgyan received 
today the delegation of “Veolia” company headed by the commissioner on special programs of the 
European issues Pier Bruney. 

Press department of the ministry told Armenpress that the vice prime minister also informed that 
the process of recognizing Yerevan mayor as a new contract party of “Yerevan Jur” company’s 
management contract has ended. This change is agreed with the formation of new administration system 
of Yerevan. The vice prime minister expressed hope that the cooperation with Yerevan mayor will be 
effective, will give an opportunity to more quickly respond to running issues and increase the quality of 
services provided to the public, pointing out that it is one of the priorities of the government. 

The vice prime minister noted that the Water Economy Committee of the Armenian Territorial 
Administration Ministry as a state authorized body of the sphere, will continue following the programs 
carried out by the company. Armen Gevorgyan, positively assessing the cooperation with the Committee, 
expressed hope that this tendency will be maintained in the cooperation with the municipality as well. 

Pier Bruney welcomed the change made in the contract and expressed hope that their 
cooperation with the municipality will be effective. 

 
8.  YEREVAN MAYOR TO LEAVE FOR PARIS  [ARMENPRESS, 09/24/09] 
 

Delegation headed by the Yerevan Mayor Gagik Beglaryan will participate from September 29 to 
October 2 in the 30th General Assembly of the International Association of Mayors of French-Speaking 
Towns in Paris. 

An official from the municipality told Armenpress that today Beglaryan and French ambassador to 
Armenia Serzh Smessow discussed the details of the visit and possible edges of cooperation. The 
ambassador said that an opportunity will be ensured for exchange of experience involving urban 
administration issues. Yerevan mayor, having in the consideration the successful experience of 
cooperation between the two capitals, expressed assurance that it will be a working and effective visit. 

The Armenian embassy is working toward the organization of the meeting of mayors of Yerevan 
and Paris. The participation of the Armenian delegation in information assembly is also planned where 
Beglaryan will deliver a welcoming speech. 

Within the framework of cooperation head of the France’s Provance Ald Kod d’Azour Michel 
Vozel will visit capital of Armenia. 
 
9.  ARMENIAN AMBASSADOR TO ITALY HANDS OVER COPIES OF HIS CREDENTIALS  [Hayastani 
Hanrapetutiun, 09/24/09] 
 

Armenian ambassador Ruben Karapetyan handed September 23 the copies of his credentials to 
the head of the Italian Foreign Ministry’s state diplomatic protocol, Ambassador Leonardo Viskonti. 

Armenian Foreign Ministry press service reported that Ambassador Viskonti noted that he is glad 
to welcome a new Armenian ambassador to Italy and pointed out his readiness to support ambassador 
Karapetyan during his mission. 

Ruben Karapetyan referred to the Armenian-Italian historic relations and confirmed the readiness 
of the Armenian authorities to deepen and consolidate bilateral relations. 
 
10.  ARMENIAN VICE PRIME MINISTER PAYS A WORKING VISIT TO SYUNIK  [ARMENPRESS, 
09/24/09] 
 

Armenian vice prime minister, territorial administration minister Armen Gevorgyan paid today a 
working visit to the Armenian province of Syunik. Press office of the ministry told Armenpress that 
accompanied by the governor, Armen Gevorgyan visited and got acquainted with the Yerevan-Meghri 
highways’ sector near Karahunj village which has partially collapsed because of landslide. A number of 
measures are being undertaken to make the road sector passable. The vice prime minister got 
acquainted with the construction of the collapsed part of the road. 

Afterwards Armen Gevorgyan visited the Goris school # 4 which is being reconstructed with the 
funds of Armenia’s Social Investments Foundation and got acquainted with the construction process. 



              ARMENIA NEWS BULLETIN 
Friday, September 25, 2009 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 

A consultation also took place in Goris headed by the vice prime minister with the participation of 
heads of communities and active of governor’s office. During the consultation the participants discussed 
social-economic issues of the province, construction process.  

Armen Gevorgyan got acquainted with the “Goris 1” experimental program which was 
implemented in Armenia by the Swiss cooperation office. Within the framework of the program two 
buildings were built. It is also expected to implement “Goris 2” program according to which a new district 
of social apartments will be built. 

Today a trilateral contract will be signed between Armenian Territorial Administration Ministry, 
Syunik Governor’s Office and Swiss Cooperation Agency. 
 
11.  IMPORTANCE HAS BEEN ATTACHED TO THE DEEPENING OF ARMENIAN-POLISH 
COOPERATION  [ARMENPRESS, 09/24/09] 
 

Secretary for National Security Council Arthur Baghdasaryan received today Deputy Chairman of 
the Polish Council of Ministers and State Secretary for European Integration Issues Mikolay Dovgelevic. 

Press service of the National Security Council told Armenpress that the interlocutors discussed 
issues on Armenian-Polish bilateral relations. The both sides attached importance to the necessity of 
deepening the cooperation between Armenia and Poland in different directions.  

An agreement has been reached to closely cooperate in the direction of experience exchange in 
the way of Armenia’s integration to European Union. Mikolay Dovgelevic expressed readiness to support 
the establishment of informational centers in Armenia by means of the Polish example. 

The possibility of the formation of a simplified system of receiving entrance privileges between 
Armenia and Poland has been discussed as well. Mikolay Dovgelevic expressed readiness to assist this 
process. 

The issue on normalization of Armenian-Turkish relations has also been discussed; Arthur 
Baghdasaryan said that Armenia seeks to regulate the relations with Turkey without preconditions. 
 
12.  TURKISH PRIME MINISTER SAYS THE PROTOCOLS INITIALLY SIGNED WITH ARMENIA ARE 
LIKELY TO BE SUBMITTED TO TURKISH PARLIAMENT OCTOBER 10-11  [ARMENPRESS, 09/24/09] 
 

For the participation in the works of UN 64th session Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan, who has paid a visit to New York, stated at the meeting held in Prinestone University that the 
issue on improving the relations between Armenia and Turkey will be submitted to the Turkish parliament 
October 10-11 in case that issues are not turned into a subject of inner politics, correct steps are 
undertaken and in case the agreement protocols reached between the two countries are initially signed. 

According to “Anatolu” news agency, Erdogan assured the guests that the relations between 
Turkey and Armenia have entered into a “normalization period” and that the works on the reached initial 
agreement connected with that issue go on. “Turkish President Abdullah Gul took part in the Armenia-
Turkish Football Championship held in Yerevan”, the Turkish Prime Minister said simultaneously hinting 
that till the meeting of the Armenian and Turkish National Football teams on October 14 in Borsa, the 
possible reasons hindering President Serzh Sargsyan’s visit to Turkey, will be eliminated. 
 
13.  GEORGY PETROSSYAN: “EVERYBODY MUST HAVE COURAGE TO TAKE A SENSIBLE VIEW 
OF HIS PAST, HIS HISTORY IN ORDER TO BUILD HIS FUTURE”  [ARMENPRESS, 09/24/09] 
 

“We follow that process of normalization of Armenian-Turkish relations attentively enough, as the 
country we live in should seriously follow developments like that. At the same time I want to say that we 
don’t even try to interfere in any decision-making process of citizens and leadership of Armenia. Our 
stance is clear-cut: we have never interfered and don’t interfere in Armenia’s domestic life, although we 
understand that there are some issues of All-Armenian sounding, connected with the establishment of 
close relations between Turkey and Armenia that we are worried about,” NKR Foreign Minister Georgy 
Petrossyan said in an interview to the correspondent of the Turkish NTV TV Channel 

In observation of the Turkish correspondent “today if they speak in Turkey about Armenian-
Turkish relations, connected with the protocols, Karabakh is constantly mentioned, though it is not 
involved in these processes,” G. Petrossyan said “We wish Turkey and Turkish officials, who constantly 
state that without the Karabakh issue settlement any progress is impossible, had the same attitude. We 
wish these 2 issues were separated from each other.” 

On the question “what will you tell or advise Turkey as the Foreign Minister of Karabakh?”, 
Georgy Petrossyan said “I wish the process of approach was not a matter of gambling but serious 
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negotiations and meetings also were held between people of two countries, in order to make our positions 
clear-cut and precise and to come to mutual understanding.” 

“These tangled points on the whole relate not only to Armenians and the Armenian world. In 
connection with the Karabakh events, I can say that it was in the period of the modern history that 
Karabakhi people raised a political question. Since 1988, in fact on the threshold of dissolution of the 
USSR, we have witnessed certain events in the territory of Azerbaijan in connection with the Armenian 
population: of course passions have been fanned again, wounds opened, and if it was not a preparatory 
step to commit genocide, then what was that? Today there are different comments concerning those 
issues: official, humanitarian, etc. These are the questions that seriously influence human memories, 
future policy and possibilities to establish good-neighborly relations. It’s evident that nobody will leave this 
territory. Common edges must be found in this territory which must be based on human rights, as well as 
on the right of people in general. This is the most significant thing,” NKR foreign minister said.   

As connected with the present situation, he said that Turkey’s high-ranking officials directly try to 
connect these two issues together: Nagorno-Karabakh problem and the problem of Armenian-Turkish 
relations. “It does not contribute to the settlement of the problem, as Turkey has obviously become the 
hostage of his promises given to Azerbaijan in due course, and this very directly and clearly shows that 
Azerbaijan exerts pressure. Willy-nilly Turkey becomes a concerned party once again insisting, that 
without this, this and that, it is impossible to achieve any positive result. This is also perceived as a 
means of pressure; however any display of pressure can hardly ensure positive results,” G. Petrossyan 
said. 

In the end he added that time has a concept of irreversibility, and everybody must have the 
courage to take a sensible view of his past, his history in order to build his future. 
  
14.  GEORGY PETROSYAN: SETTLEMENT OF KARABAKH CONFLICT CAN HARDLY BE 
PRODUCTIVE WITHOUT TAKING INTO ACCOUNT NKR’S PEOPLE’S OPINION  [ARMENPRESS, 
09/24/09] 
 

“During all these years, since 1992, we have proved both us and the others that we want and we 
are able to establish statehood, which is the basis of our general policy in this condition as well. From this 
point of view, the issue of the Nagorno Karabakh independence recognition will have a solution sooner or 
later,” NKR Foreign Minister Georgy Petrossyan said in an interview to the correspondent of the Turkish 
NTV TV Channel in response to the question on how they will achieve recognition of NKR. 

G. Petrossyan said that the Karabakhi side treats different political events taking place in our 
region with restraint, “we don’t allow ourselves to take antagonistic steps in the informational field, and I 
hope it is evaluated both by the international community and our adversary. Besides, we suggest the 
other part to the conflict and other states, who try to gamble the negotiation process of the Nagorno 
Karabakh conflict settlement or use it for their national interests, treat similarly. It is clear that a solution of 
the problem is a matter of time. Time is an irreversible category”. 

In response to the question on the ways of settlement of the Karabakh conflict, the NKR minister 
said, “We have repeatedly stated that we are ready to sit around the table for negotiations and discuss 
various questions, but unfortunately Azerbaijan refuses, for some reason or other. May be it has its own 
argumentation for it. To my mind Azerbaijan has no grounds to persistently refuse having direct relations 
with us. 

We have said more than once that the settlement can hardly be productive without taking into 
account the NKR people’s opinion,” G. Petrossyan. 
 
15.  ARMENIAN PRESIDENT PAYS A WORKING VISIT TO ARARAT AND ARMAVIR PROVINCE  
[ARMENPRESS, 09/25/09] 
 

Armenian President Serzh Sargsyan paid a working visit to the “Massis Tobacco” factory, got 
acquainted with the production powers, walked in the factory, spoke with the leadership and employees. 
During the working visit the president was accompanied by vice prime minister, territorial administration 
minister Armen Gevorgyan, agriculture minister Gerasim Alaverdyan, Ararat governor Vardges 
Hovakimyan. In the factory they were accompanied by the president of the company Hrant Vardanyan. 

This year in January-September the company exported 30,968 boxes of cigarette production 
costing 3 million 408,632 USD. A ready product is being exported to USA, Russia, Sweden, Georgia, 
Abkhazia, Iraq, Turkmenistan, China, Afghanistan, Zambia, Israel. The raw cigarette is being exported to 
Italy, Moldova, Netherlands, Georgia, Egypt, Belgium.  
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Hrant Vardanyan said that the global financial-economic crisis will not impede very much the 
development of such small companies as Armenia if all the businessmen, collectives continue their 
natural activity. “Who works will not be effected by the crisis,” H. Vardanyan said, expressing assurance 
that the crisis had a very small impact on the food industry. 

H. Vardanyan said the opening of the border with Turkey will create new market and concerns 
that products will be imported from Turkey and create troubles for producers. 

“Massis Tobacco” ensures 900 people with jobs some of them work for a season and 520 are 
permanent employees. 

Armenian president also visited in Ararat province the Aygavan branch of the Yerevan Brandy 
Factory, then Armavir’s “MAP” company. 
 
16.  G. MELIKIAN SAYS ARMENIAN AUTHORITIES WILL DO THEIR BEST NOT TO WEAKEN THE 
PROCESS OF INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION OF THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE  [ARMENPRESS, 
09/25/09] 
 

Armenian authorities do not renounce the Armenian Genocide and will do their best not to 
weaken the process of its international recognition, said the member of NA Armenian Republican Party 
faction Gagik Melikian during today’s press conference with the member of NA Armenian Revolutionary 
Federation faction Artsvik Minasian.  
 According to him during the latest period different political powers express opinions that the 
Armenian authorities renounce the Genocide, make irresponsible statements trying to dishonor the 
essence of the protocols signed between Armenia and Turkey.   

“It’s impermissible to carry out such a policy of denial, that the documents must completely be 
denied and must not be adopted as a first step to the negotiation process between the two states. Certain 
powers with irresponsible statements present that the authorities renounce the fact of Genocide and 
admit the preconditions forwarded by Turkey. The President of the country has numerous times stated 
that there are no preconditions,” G. Melikian said.     

He presented the statement made by the Turkish Foreign Affairs Minister during the meeting with 
Turkish political powers according to which they do not guarantee that after the ratification of the protocol 
in the parliament Armenia can refuse from the process of international recognition of the Armenian 
Genocide.  

“This is another proof that Armenia will not renounce and will fight for international recognition of 
the Armenian Genocide,” G. Melikian said.  
 A. Minasian noted that they are concerned about several aspects of the signed protocols and 
suggest changing them so that the future generations have an opportunity to continue the fight.  

The Armenian Revolutionary Federation will continue the sit-down strike as well as the collection 
of signatures. A. Minasian noted that the signature collection has no legal base and they aim to show how 
many people express their disagreement on the protocols.  
  According to G. Melikian they are also troubled and find that there are serious tasks after opening 
of the border. According to him legal amendments must be conducted as well as the customs and tax 
policy changed protecting the interests of the Armenian people and state. 
 
BUSINESS 
 
17.  10TH SITTING OF ARMENIA-EU COOPERATION COMMITTEE HELD IN YEREVAN ON 
SEPTEMBER 22  [NOYAN TAPAN, 09/23/09] 
 

The implementation of EU-Armenia Action Plan of the European Neighborhood Policy, issues of 
deepening the relations between Armenia and the European Union under the Eastern Partnership 
Program, including the prospects of creating a free trade zone were discussed at the 10th sitting of 
Armenia-EU Cooperation Committee held in Yerevan on September 22. 
 Among the issues on the agenda were problems related to the rule of law, democracy and 
government, human rights and fundamental freedoms, the Karabakh problem settlement, Armenian-
Turkish relations, EU assistance and cooperation. 

The Agreement of Partnership and Cooperation between the European Communities and the 
Republic of Armenia was signed on 22 April 1996. It took effect on 1 July 1999. In accordance with its 
Article 83, Armenia-EU Cooperation Committee was established, and its sittings are held every year, 
alternately in Brussels and Yerevan. 
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18.  EDWARD NALBANDIAN AND TONY MOROYAN DISCUSS INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
SECTOR DEVELOPMENT PROSPECTS IN ARMENIA  [NOYAN TAPAN, 09/23/09] 
 

The development prospects of Armenia's IT sector and the steps being taken in this direction 
were discussed at the September 22 meeting of Armenian Foreign Minister Edward Nalbandian and 
Founder of Viasphere Technopark, Organizer of the ArmTech Congress Tony Moroyan. 

According to the RA MFA Press and Information Department, T. Moroyan presented the 
preparatory work for holding the ArmTech Congress in Silicon Valley. He thanked the Armenian Foreign 
Ministry for its considerable assistance. 
 
19.  HEADS OF ALL DEPARTMENTS TO SUBMIT PROGRAMS AND PRIORITIES FOR 2010 TO 
ARMENIAN GOVERNMENT BY OCTOBER 15  [NOYAN TAPAN, 09/23/09] 
 

By the instruction of the Armenian prime minister, the heads of all the departments must submit 
the 2010 programs and priorities of their departments to the government by October 15. Prime Minister 
Tigran Sargsyan said at the September 23 sitting that the department heads will be given the order and 
format of developing these measures. 
 
20.  STATE PROPERTY TO BE PRIVATIZED THROUGH STOCK EXCHANGE FOR FIRST TIME IN 
ARMENIA  [NOYAN TAPAN, 09/23/09] 
 

At the September 23 sitting, the Armenian government approved the draft decision on the 
privatization of state property through the Stock Exchange. Head of the State Property Management 
Department Ms. Karine Kirakosian said at a briefing following the sitting that the draft decision includes 6 
companies selected by the Stock Exchange. 

She said that in accordance with the law, a valuation of shares of the companies will be done, 
and via the investment service providing companies to be chosen by the procedure envisaged in the RA 
Law on Purchases, these companies will be presented for privatization on the Stock Exchange. According 
to K. Kirakosian, this is the state's first step in the direction of using the method of property privatization 
through the stock exchange. The method will enable to involve more people in the process of privatizing 
the indicated companies and they can have as many shares of these companies as they want. 

She underlined that the six companies selected are closed joint stock companies, with the state 
being 100% owner of their shares. Prior to being privatized, they must be transformed into open joint 
stock companies so that it will be possible to hold a stock flotation. 
 
21.  SIX CLOSED JOINT-STOCK COMPANIES APPEARING TO BE STATE PROPERTY WILL BE 
REARRANGED INTO OPEN STOCK COMPANIES AND WILL BE PREPARED FOR PRIVATIZATION 
BY MEANS OF STOCK EXCHANGE  [ARMENPRESS, 09/24/09] 
 

Six closed joint-stock companies appearing to be state property will be rearranged into open 
stock companies and will be prepared for privatization by means of stock exchange – in the way of 
ordinary open standard auction with the rules of “NASDAQ OMEX ARMENIA” company. This decision 
has been adopted today at the session of RA government.  

At the press conference followed to the session Head of the Department of State Property 
Management Karine Kirakosyan said that “Enderqaban”, “Yerevan Water Supply”, “Urban Development 
Scientific-Research and Project Institute”, “Atmosphere”, “Kaputak”, “Narek” resort closed joint stock 
companies are put to privatization. In case of preparing those companies for privatization cooperation will 
be extended with a number of companies, which will be selected by a competition. Till the auction itself 
the cost of those companies and their property will be reassessed, a range of other necessary details will 
be specified as well.  

According to his assessment, the privatization by means of stock exchange, which is applied for 
the first time, will allow to involve more people and interested sides in the privatization process of the 
mentioned companies, as well as to acquire new stocks. In such a way a wide circle of shareholders will 
be ensured.  

The fact that the mentioned companies have not been privatized yet, K. Kirakosyan does not 
attribute to their unattractiveness. The stock exchange itself has made their selection assessing the 
specific features and good sides. Serious works will be carried out in the direction of involving investors 
for purpose of holding the auction. The enterprises operate normally and are under the permanent 
monitoring of State Property Management Department.  
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22.  “ARMENTEL” AND “FYBERNET COMMUNICATION” RECOGNIZED DOMINATING IN INTERNET 
AVAILABILITY FIELD  [ARMENPRESS, 09/24/09] 
 

Armenian Economic Competitiveness Defense State Commission decided at its today session to 
recognize “ArmenTel” and “Fybernet Communication” companies as having dominating position in 
internet availability field. In a briefing with reporters the chairman of the commission Ashot Shahnazaryan 
said the local providers voiced the issue that the tariff for the provided internet availability services by the 
above mentioned companies is high and does not promote the process of reforms carried out by the 
Armenian government in this sphere. 

The providers in their application note that if the price policy continues this way the developments 
planned by the government in this sphere will vanish and they will not be able to ensure or export 
competitive product in conditions of such internet prices. 

Shahnazaryan said that the commission has made studies connected with the issue and clarified 
the internet price “ArmenTel” and “Fybernet Communication” companies pay and with what price they sell 
it. It was found out that the mentioned companies acquire internet with 300-400 USD and sell it in 
Armenia 1 MB 900-1300 USD. On the basis of it, it has been revealed that “ArmenTel” and “Fybernet 
Communication” have 58% and 56% of profit respectively. 

“So that we will be able to move this issues to legal field we need to first of all recognize these 
companies as having dominating position in internet supply field so that later we will be able to give an 
assessment for abusing the dominating position,” Shahnazaryan said. 
 
23.  A MEMORANDUM OF MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING SIGNED BETWEEN ARMENIAN STATE 
COMMISSION FOR ECONOMIC COMPETITION PROTECTION AND GTZ  [ARMENPRESS, 09/24/09] 
 

A memorandum of mutual understanding has been signed today between Armenian State 
Commission for the Protection of Economic Competition and German Company of Technical Cooperation 
(GTZ). 

Press Secretary of the commission Armine Udumyan told Armenpress that the memorandum 
intends GTZ’s assistance to the commission in several directions – in the directions of submitting 
proposals on improving some aspects of the law on competition, which will contribute to the uncovering of 
anti-competitive agreements, of extending the competence of revisions, of training judges for the 
Administrative Court and in a number of other directions. GTZ is to provide also an international expert 
consultation during the conduction of complicated and vulnerable cases, assist in making its cooperation 
with Armenian State Commission for the Protection of Economic Competition, with Public Services 
Regulatory Commission and Central Bank according to European standards. 
 
24.  SINCE 2007 “ARMENIA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORTS” CJSC MAKES INVESTMENT OF NEARLY 
$10 MILLION IN THE “FIRE-RESCUE SERVICE OF THE AIRPLANES”   [ARMENPRESS, 09/25/09] 
 

Since 2007 “Armenia international airports” CJSC made an investment of nearly $10 million in the 
“Fire-rescue service of the airplanes”.   
 Press officer of the company Gevorg Abrahamian told Armenpress that the service has been 
provided with 3 powerful fire engines of American production each of which costs more than $1 million. 
 The working conditions have improved and notable works have been conducted towards 
retraining of the employees.     

Regularly teaching trainings have been held, the employees of the service took part in the 
trainings held by the specialists from other states.   

The “Fire-rescue service of the airplanes” operated within RA Department of Civil Aviation and in 
2007 was involved in “Armenia international airports” company. 
 
DIASPORA 
 
25.  EVENTS DEDICATED TO 18TH ANNIVERSARY OF ARMENIA'S INDEPENDENCE ORGANIZED 
IN ROMANIA  [NOYAN TAPAN, 09/23/09] 
 

The Armenian embassy in Romania on September 21 held a reception at the Hall of the 
Diplomatic Club in Bucharest on the occasion of National Holiday of Armenia - the 18th anniversary of 
Armenia's independence. State Secretary of Romanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs Bogdan Mazuru, 
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members of both chambers of the parliament, heads of diplomatic missions and the local offices of 
international organizations attended the reception. 

The dance group of Bucharest Sunday School of the Romanian Armenian community gave a 
performance. 
 According to the RA MFA Press and Information Department, on the occasion of the national 
holiday, the Armenian Ambassador Yeghishe Sargsyan's articles on Armenia were published in the 
Romanian mass media. 
 
26.  MINISTER OF DIASPORA AND REPRESENTATIVES OF HAMAZKAYIN ARMENIAN 
EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL SOCIETY DISCUSS ISSUES OF NATIONAL IMPORTANCE   
[NOYAN TAPAN, 09/23/09] 
 

During the September 22 meeting of RA Minister of Diaspora Ms. Hranush Hakobian and the 
delegation headed by Chairperson of the Hamazkayin's Central Executive Board Mkrtich Mkrtchian, the 
participants discussed issues related to the participation of the Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and 
Cultural Society in the ministry's projects, the enhancement of efficiency of the activities of Armenian 
structures in Diaspora communities and of Armenian embassies and consulates in foreign states, the role 
of the Armenian state and the Diaspora in the development of Armenian-Turkish relations, as well as the 
results of the first Pan-Armenian Forum of Lawyers that finished its work the day before. 

Ms. Hakobian attached great importance to the foundation of the All-Armenian Association of 
Lawyers at the forum with the participation of more than 70 Diaspora Armenian experts from 20 countries, 
the adoption of a statement, and the significance and diversity of the subjects discussed. She pointed out 
such reports made at the forum as the report of Argentinean Armenian lawyer Roberto Malkhsian on the 
international recognition of the independence of the Nagorno Karabakh Republic, and French Armenian 
lawyer Alexandre Aslanian's report discussing the opportunities of international cooperation of advocates 
in order to prevent the arbitrariness of Turkish court at the trial of the murder case of Hrant Dink 
considered the last victim of the Armenian Genocide. 

The minister said the Association has five groups which, within the framework of the all-Armenian 
network of lawyers, will develop proposals concerning Nagorno Karabakh, the international recognition of 
the Armenian Genocide, the registration of Armenian property and monuments abroad, and the 
improvement of the Armenian legislation. 

At the request of the quests, Ms. Hakobian spoke about the programs of possible cooperation 
between the Hamazkayin and the ministry, among which is the forum "The State of Teaching Western 
Armenian in the Diaspora" to be held in 2010. It is envisaged forming 5-6 regional educational centers in 
the Diaspora and a group of scientists from Armenia who will prepare a single textbook of Western 
Armenian. Out of the programs implemented with the use of the Internet, Ms. Hakobian indicated Hayern 
Aysor electronic newspaper of the Ministry of Diaspora and the project on the all-Armenian portal and 
search system. It is expected that in addition to its Eastern Armenian, Western Armenian, English and 
Russian versions, the newspaper will soon have a French version, later - also Spanish and Turkish ones.  
Besides, it is planned to promote the opportunities of telecommunication among Diaspora communities 
via the Internet and television channels of Armenia. 

The minister considered it important to expand the network of Sunday schools in communities 
and organize the change of the generation of Armenologists. The Hamazkayin's delegation stressed the 
need to use spelling chekers for Western Armenian in the Internet. They also attracted the minister's 
attention to the necessity to have cultural attaches at Armenian embassies abroad. 

Ms. Hakobian reminded that Armenian President Serzh Sargsyan plans to personally present the 
prospects of developing Armenia-Turkey relations during the upcoming visits to regional centers of the 
Diaspora. According to her, the information flow expressing the Republic of Armenia's opinions about 
relations with neighbors will grow. In her opinion, the notion "Armenian-Turkish relations" is much more 
comprehensive than the scope of Armenia-Turkey relations. 
 
27.  FRENCH TOWN OF ARNUVIL LE GONES IS TO ESTABLISH EDUCATION AND CULTURAL TIES 
WITH YEREVAN NUBARASHEN DISTRICT  [ARMENPRESS, 09/24/09] 
 

Yerevan Mayor Gagik Beglaryan received today the delegation headed by Michel Omas - mayor 
of French town of Arnouville-les-Gonesse.  

The French are in Yerevan with the proposal on establishing ties with Nubarashen administrative 
unit.  
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Public relations department of Yerevan Municipality told Armenpress that welcoming the 
delegation-members Gagik Beglaryan expressed readiness of cooperation. “Armenian-French friendly 
ties have a history of many centuries. France is among the states that have always been next to 
Armenian people”, he said. G. Beglaryan expressed confidence that the establishment of ties between 
Nubarashen and Arnouville-les-Gonesse will deepen the relations between the two countries and nations. 
The delegation-members of Arnouville-les-Gonesse noted that the notable part of the town population is 
Armenians; one Armenian college and two Armenian churches operate, the 5 out of the 33 members of 
the urban council are Armenians. Arnouville-les-Gonesse Mayor M. Omas said that they want to establish 
close cultural and educational ties with Nubarashen administrative unit. The Armenians living in the 
French town have a great wish to establish close ties with their historical homeland. 
 “Yerevan is the capital of all Armenians and every Armenian wherever he/she lives must feel that 
his/her most familiar town is Yerevan”, G. Beglaryan said. He added that the urban authorities do their 
best in that direction. The 2 out of the 8 members of the delegation are Armenians, to whom G. Beglaryan 
offered to visit the capital of all Armenians more frequently. 
 
ARTS 
 
28.  SCULPTOR FROM GYUMRI AND GERMAN ARCHITECT AWARDED WITH THE DIPLOMA OF RA 
CULTURE MINISTRY  [ARMENPRESS, 09/24/09] 
 

Sculptor Albert Vardanyan from Gyumri and German Architect Guido Hulesman have been 
awarded with the diploma of RA Culture Ministry. They have got that award for “A Dedication to Peace; 
Pulsar” sculpture located in the neighboring of “Christ” church in the German town of Bochum (Vardanyan 
is the author of the sculpture and Hulesman – of the pedestal). 

Vice-Minister Davit Muradyan handed the diplomas today at the Ministry. Referring to the guests 
he said that the ceremony is held in the presence of the flags of two friend countries.  

The statue sculpted by Vardanyan has been put up in a country, which has traditionally accepted 
the Armenian art. In the 90-s of the last century that town has extended a spacious square to the 
Armenian art, by which Armenia has been introduced to Europe.  

At the same time D. Muradyan told the guests that Germany has been among the pioneers 
supporting Armenia, including Gyumri in the elimination of the consequences of the catastrophic 
earthquake occurred in 1988 in Armenia. 

The German architect’s diploma was handed to German Charge d’Affair in Armenia Melani 
Moltman in order she conveyed it to the architect. 
 
29.  INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE MODERN ISSUES OF ART CRITICISM TO BE HELD 
IN YEREVAN  [ARMENPRESS, 09/24/09] 
 

In collaboration with its Armenian branch (AICA Armenia) the International Association of Art 
Critics will September 28-30 hold a three-day conference under “Between past and the future; does the 
art criticism have future in the decentralized contexts?” slogan.   

Head of the Armenian National Association of Art Critics Nazaret Karoian told Armenpress that 
nearly two dozen art critics, historians, theorists and curators from Near East, Central Asian and South 
Caucasian states as well as from Turkey, Iran, Russia and Europe will take part in the scientific 
conference.       

During the three thematic sessions of the conference reports will be delivered on the 
establishment of the public sphere and civil society, exchange of knowledge and skills between the 
generations as well as restoration of the historical ties which are vital for development of the modern art.    

Reports and succeeding general discussions will be accompanied with visits to museum and 
educational establishments as well as meetings with the local art figures. The reports will be public and 
open. The conference language will be English and Armenia ensured with time-to-time translation.   

The National Association f Art Critics in Armenia was established in 2005 and managed within the 
short period of its activity to organize a number of international conferences and events in Yerevan. The 
publications summarizing the materials of the two latest summer schools are in process.   

The Association also started preparation works with AICA-International (being its member since 
2006) to organize a two-round regional seminar in Skopje (Macedonia) which will be targeted on the 
modern issues of art criticism. 
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30.  RECENTLY SHOT ARMENIAN FILMS TO BE PRESENTED TO THE PUBLIC  [ARMENPRESS, 
09/24/09] 
 

Armenian National Film Center from October 1 will present to the public the recently shot films. 
The director of the film center Gevorg Gevorgyan told Armenpress that more than 8 films will be 
presented in Yerevan cinemas by December 17. The premieres will be launched by Suren Babayan’s “Do 
not Look at the Mirror” film. 

Hovhannes Galstyan’s “Mixed Parallels”, Harutyun Khachatryan’s “Border”, Vigen Chaldranyan’s 
“Maestro” films will also be presented. 

“By giving the public an opportunity to get tickets with available prices we are aimed at presenting 
to them the works of Armenian directors, inform about the recent developments of the Armenian film art,” 
G. Gevorgyan said. 
 
31.  YEREVAN MUNICIPALITY INTENDS A NUMBER OF EVENTS WITHIN THE FRAMEWORKS OF 
EREBUNI-YEREVAN CELEBRATIONS  [ARMENPRESS, 09/24/09] 
 

The Yerevan municipality intends a number of events within the frameworks of Erebuni-Yerevan 
celebrations.   

Public relations department of Yerevan municipality told Armenpress that in the morning October 
11 a holiday marsh will take place leaded by the Mayor Gagik Baglarian, which will start from the Yerevan 
municipality through the Grikor Lusavorich street to the Mashtots avenue, then through the Amirian street 
to Republican square.  

After the holiday marsh the Mashtots Avenue will turn into a sport arena and a race competition 
will be held. In the Karap Lake a contest of wind-surfing will be organized, a show-contest of national 
kokh will also take place. The participants of Para Olympic games will show the sport skills, a cycling race 
will also be organized.    

The North Avenue will turn into “Master’s town”. In the workshops under the open sky the masters 
will make sculptures from clay, the artists will transfer the holiday atmosphere to the canvas. On the 
streets decorated with holiday posters episodes from old Yerevan will be performed. The eastern market 
and the life of old Yerevan will rebirth for one day.    

On October 11 the parks of the Center will turn into open concert halls.  
Events will be organized in the Children’s park, and dance groups will perform on the Mashtots 

Avenue. In the Moscow Park open air performances will be organized for theatre addicts.  
On October 11 the Yerevan municipality will also organize donation, on the means of which the 

Erebuni historical archeological reserve-museum will be reconstructed. 
 
32.  “ARMENIA-LITHUANIA; WE AND OUR FRIENDS” JOINT CONCERT HELD IN YEREVAN  
[ARMENPRESS, 09/25/09] 
 

A concert under the title of “Armenia-Lithuania; We and our Friends” was held yesterday in 
Yerevan Chamber Music Hall after Komitas with the participation of Armenian and Lithuanian talented 
junior musician-performers appearing to be laureates of international and republic contests.  

The concert was supported by the Armenian Culture Ministry, Lithuania’s Embassy in Armenia, 
Armenian “New Names” program and by the international festival of Kaunas junior musicians. Monica 
Mashanauskayte (piano), who is a laureate of republic and international festivals and has been awarded 
by the Lithuanian president in 2009, Skaite Dickshtaytite (violin), Jonas Cublitskas (guitar), Zhilvinas 
Brazauskas (clarinet) have arrived in Armenia from Lithuania.  

“We are glad that we managed to support this music event, during which Armenian society will be 
able to get acquainted with the young talents of Lithuania. The latter in their turn will have the opportunity 
of getting acquainted with a country having rich and deep historical and cultural roots”, Lithuanian 
Ambassador to Armenia Giedrius Apuokus noted at the interview with Armenpress. RA Culture Minister 
Hasmik Poghosyan sent her message to the event, which particularly runs as follows, “This joint concert 
of Lithuanian and Armenian junior musician-performers comes to confirm once more the role and 
significance of cultural dialogues. Welcoming all the participants of this exclusive cultural event I express 
confidence that the contact of Lithuanian juniors with their Armenian contemporaries will strengthen 
Lithuanian-Armenian warm friendly relations and cooperation even more”. 
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33.  “I AM A HUMAN” SOUTH-CAUCASIAN FILM FESTIVAL WRAPPED UP IN KAPAN  
[ARMENPRESS, 09/25/09] 
 

“I am a Human” South-Caucasian film festival of peace and human rights wrapped up today in 
Kapan. The six Armenian-translated films of foreign production shown at the non-competitive festival and 
having lasted for three days were accepted by Kapan spectator with great interest, the witness of which 
were the hot discussions held after the showing of each film. People of different age, gender and 
profession took part in them expressing their opinion on the themes manifested in the documentary films 
– children abuse, violations committed towards women, mentally ill patients having been consigned to 
oblivion, on peace and war. 

At the closing ceremony of the film festival the organizers – President of “Yerkyak” youth NGO 
Armenak Davtyan, Coordinator of the program in Armenia Luiza Poghosyan, independent journalist from 
Georgia Irakli Chikhladze assured that the festival managed to hold and it will become annual in Kapan.  

The results of the painting contest entitled “I am Human” were summed up in the general 
education schools of Kapan. Over a dozen children were awarded with diplomas and presents extended 
by Kapan province office of OSCE Development Programs. The authors of the best four works were 
handed awards, as well as deserved to 10 000 AMD. 
 
34.  ARMENIAN WRITERS’ UNION CELEBRATES ITS 75-TH ANNIVERSARY  [ARMENPRESS, 
09/25/09] 
 

Armenian Writers’ Union celebrates the 75-the anniversary of its establishment. President of the 
Writers’ Union Levon Ananyan together with President of NK Writers’ Union Vardan Hakobyan had a 
meeting with journalists on that occasion in “Tesaket” club. 

“Different literary organizations were operating in Soviet Armenia in 1934 and a necessity arose 
to unite them under one roof like Tumanyan’s Vernatun”, L. Ananyan said underscoring that the 20th 
century Armenian literature – beginning from Charents, Isahakyan, Bakunts to Hamo Sahyan and Silva 
Kaputikyan, to Vahagn Davtyan and Gevorg Emin, to Hrant Matevosyan and others, appear to be the 
period of our best achievements in literature.  

He said that they celebrate the 75th anniversary of the literary family with great pride having a 
literature of many centuries in their back, the verges of which are in the depths of Chorenatsi’s “Armenian 
History”.  “Our literature together with our culture and church has always been one of the most powerful 
factors of the nation protection”, he noted. L. Ananyan referred to the issues on literature publishing, on 
works being carried out with young people, on award-handing ceremony, as well as on bringing out the 
Armenian book to the international area.  

President of NK Writers’ Union Vardan Hakobyan told the guests that Artsakh Literary 
organization has been established in 1935 in Petersburg by Grigor Nersisyan. He noted that despite 
being subjected to a foreign rule for many years, Artsakh writers have always preserved their invincible 
spirit. After the independence even a greater importance has been attached to the role of the writer in 
Artsakh.  

Afterward the heads of the two unions answered to the numerous questions of the readers. 
 
RELIGION 
 
35.  CATHOLICOS OF ALL-ARMENIANS IS TO HEAD THE EVENTS DEDICATED TO THE 20TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE REOPENING OF ARTSAKH DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC 
CHURCH  [ARMENPRESS, 09/25/09] 
 

Catholicos of All-Armenians Karekin II will leave for Nagorno Karabakh Republic on September 
26, where he will head the events dedicated to the 20th anniversary of the reopening of Artsakh Diocese 
of the Armenian Apostolic Church.  

Press service of Mother See told Armenpress that His Holiness is accompanied by Vicar of the 
Araratian Patriarchal Diocese, Archbishop T. Navasard Kchoyan, Primate of Shirak Diocese Archbishop 
T. Michael Ajapahyan, Archbishop T. Ararat Galtagchyan, Primate of Gegharkuniats diocese Bishop T. 
Marcos Hovhannisyan, religion Primate of Armenian armed forces Bishop T. Vrtanes Abrahamyan, Staff-
bearer to His Holiness Monk T. Hovnan Hakobyan and Monk T. Partev Barseghyan.  

Evening service will be held headed by the Catholicos of All-Armenians in Gandzasar’s Church of 
St. Hovhannes Mkrtich, which will be followed by a number of other ritual ceremonies. 
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His Holiness will hold a service in Shushi the Savior Church. On the same day the opening of the 
“Church Treasuries” exhibition will be presented in Artsakh historical-geological museum.  

His Holiness will take part in the exhibition of photos devoted to Artsakh diocese and to the 
literature published by the diocese, as well as in the ceremonial evening dedicated to the 20th anniversary 
of the diocese. 
 
SOCIAL 
 
36.  FRENCH ARMENIAN LAWYER CONSIDERS COOPERATION OF ARMENIAN AND TURKISH 
ADVOCATES POSSIBLE  [NOYAN TAPAN, 09/23/09] 
 

At the plenary sitting held on the evening of September 19 within the framework of the first Pan-
Armenian Forum of Lawyers organized in Yerevan on September 19-21, Professor Stanislav Balik, a 
member of the Constitutional Court of the Czech Republic, made a report entitled "The International 
Juridical Significance of Monuments of Armenian Medieval Law", in which he focused on the importance 
of "A Code of Laws" by Mkhitar Gosh and "Constitution of Independent Armenia" by the Shahamirians. 
He said that in 1997 he began teaching the history of Armenian law at the University of Western 
Bohemia, and since 2005 he has also taught this subject at Brno University. He has translated part of "A 
Code of Laws". S. Balik intends to publish a series of articles on this subject. 

In his report "The Trial of the Murder of Hrant Dink is an Example of Cooperation of Advocates of 
Various Nationalities", member of the Paris Bar Association, Deputy Chairman of the Union of French 
Lawyers with Armenian Origin (AFAJA) Alexandre Aslanian said that at the trial of Ogun Samast who had 
killed the editor of Agos daily Hrant Dink, Turkish court prevented the observers of the Paris Bar 
Association from carrying out their mission, but more than 400 Turkish advocates sent a letter to 
Chairman of the Association, apologizing for the conduct of their Turkish colleagues and expressing their 
gratitude for the help provided to the lawyers of H. Dink's family during the trial. 

A. Aslanian reminded that during the trial Chairman of Brussels Bar Association had also issued a 
statement published by the mass media. Informing those present that the next hearing of Ogun Samast's 
trial is scheduled for October 12, A. Aslanian noted that the participation of foreign advocates, observers 
and organizations in the trial-related process shows that foreigners take interest in the outcome of this 
trial. "Despite the pain of the past, cooperation of Armenian and Turkish advocates with the aim of 
revealing the truth is possible," A. Aslanian stated. He expressed a wish that "we, Armenian lawyers 
could join our capacities in the near future and work together for the resolution of the Armenian Cause 
and other problems of the Armenian people". 

Deputy Chief of the USAID Mobilizing Action Against Corruption (MAAC) Activity Eduardo Flores-
Trejo said that under the MAAC, Advocacy and Assistance centers have opened in all Armenian marzes 
(provinces) in 2008-2009. The centers have filed 1,091 complaints, most of which were related to 
violations committed by various state bodies. E. Flores-Trejo underlined the importance of the work done 
by these centers with the assistance of international and Diaspora Armenian organizations. 
 
37.  PROSPECTS OF COOPERATION BETWEEN RA MINISTRY OF DIASPORA AND AUTHORITIES 
OF ARNOUVILLE-LES-GONNESSE OUTLINED  [NOYAN TAPAN, 09/23/09] 
 

RA Minister of Diaspora Hranush Hakobian on September 22 received the delegation which was 
led by the Mayor of the French city of Arnouville-les-Gonnesse Michel Aumas and composed of Armenian 
members of the city council. 

According to a report of the Ministry of Diaspora, Ms. Hakobian said the warm reception given to 
her in Arnouville-les-Gonnesse during her visit to France and the familiarization with the prosperous and 
creative life of Armenians living there made a great impression on her. She welcomed the process of 
making Arnouville-les-Gonnesse and Yerevan's Nubarashen administrative district "sister towns", 
expressing a desire to establish friendly links between educational, cultural and healthcare institutions as 
well. 

At the request of the guests, Ms. Hakobian presented the tasks and programs of the Ministry of 
Diaspora. She underlined that one of the successful projects of organizing repatriation - Ari Tun Program 
is being implemented based on French experience. She considered the programs for children and youth 
within the framework of the Year of Armenia in France as another example of efficient work. 

Out of future all-Armenian programs, the minister attached special importance to the creation of a 
children's virtual band, the release of a disc of Armenian lullabies, and to the chess championship. 
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In the opinion of Ms. Hakobian, the authorities of Arnouville-les-Gonnesse can cooperate with the 
Ministry of Diaspora on such issues as the exchange of students for practical work, the study of the 
history of Armenian communities and the release of printed materials and films on this subject, and the 
foundation of an open air museum, which will display the models of nearly 190 monuments set up in 
various cities worldwide, in the Yerevan Memorial Complex to the Victims of the 1915 Genocide - in 
connection with the 100th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide. 

Cooperation can also involve the organization of charity concerts by cultural workers of the 
Republic of Armenia in Armenian communities, and the release of a series of discs "Prominent Figures of 
Armenian Descent". Ms. Hakobian also spoke about Hayern Aysor (Armenians Today) electronic 
newspaper of the Ministry of Diaspora (www.hayernaysor.am), noting that 75 thousand people have 
visited this website over the five months of its work. 

Mayor Michel Aumas expressed a readiness to provide all possible assistance to the programs of 
the RA Ministry of Diaspora. 
 About 1,400 Armenians, who have either French citizenship or a stay permit, currently live in 
Arnouville-les-Gonnesse. There are an Armenian Apostolic Church and a Catholic Church in the city. A 
one-day Armenian School also functions there. 
 
38.  COURT HEARING OF STATE POLICE FIELD SERVICE POLICEMEN CASE POSTPONED   
[NOYAN TAPAN, 09/23/09] 
 

At the September 22 court sitting Gegham Harutyunian - one of the two policemen accused of 
committing violence against citizens during the March 1-2 events in Yerevan last year - requested to be 
given time for inviting a lawyer. The next sitting of the general jurisdiction court of Yerevan's Kentron and 
Nork-Marash communities is scheduled for October 8.  

To recap, Gegham Harutyunian and Hovhannes Ghukasian, policemen of the regiment of 
Yerevan's State Police Field Service, have been charged under the RA Criminal Code Article 309, Part 2 
(exceeding official authority) for committing violence against citizens and hitting them with rubber batons 
in Republic Square of Yerevan on the morning of 1 March 2008. 
 
39.  ARMENIAN NATIONAL LIBRARY TO DONATE BOOKS TO THE ARTSAKH LIBRARIES  
[ARMENPRESS, 09/24/09] 
 

In October the Armenian national library will donate books to the Artsakh libraries. For that aim 
the library has announced a book gathering.  

Head of the book exchange and external relations department of the library Alisa Adamian told 
Armenpress that already 1472 units of books have been gathered provided by individuals and different 
organizations. September 20 was the intended deadline for the book collection but the library continues to 
get books.   

According to A. Adamian the Education and Science Ministry will also provide books. The 
National library will also donate books; nearly 1000 units of books are intended. The collected books will 
be allocated to community, town, school and university libraries which greatly need them,” A. Adamian 
said.     

During the running year the officials of the National library have visited Nagorno Karabakh 
Republic and noted that the libraries are in a very poor condition and need material support. The Artsakh 
libraries have serious issues connected with the building conditions and filling up of the book fund. As of 
2008 the book fund of the republican library after M. Mashtots in Stepanakert reached 175 000 units 
which is mainly filled up through donations, very few books are purchased.      

The condition in Berdzor central library is even worse. The library having only 10 000 books is 
situated in the semi-collapsed building of the former public canteen.   

The book fund of the NKR Republican children’s library after H. Tumanian reaches 46 000 books, 
the Martuni central library – 16 000, and Askeran central library – nearly 9 000. 
 
40.  THE COMMISSION REJECTS ALL THE WORKS PRESENTED FOR THE TENDER OF PROJECT 
OF RECONSTRUCTION OF SHUSHI REAL COLLEGE   [ARMENPRESS, 09/24/09] 
 

The results of tender of works presented by Armenian architects in the exhibition organized 
September 15-21 in the Stepanakert Chamber of culture and youth have been summed up.     

The projects of reconstruction of the Shushi Real College were also among them.  
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NKR Deputy Urban Development Minister Arthur Manukian told Armenpress that according to the 
announced tender the Shushi Real College must turn to the Artsakh national museum-institute. None of 
the presented works has been approved by the commission.  
 A. Manukian said that in the “Visitor’s Opinion” conditional nomination as a result of the quest 
conducted among 154 visitors the work presented by “Narine and Gegham” LLC has been recognized the 
best, another four works deserved encouraging awards on the decision of the commission.   

The tender of projects of reconstruction of Shushi Real College continues. 
 
41.  VANADZOR PARK AFTER CHARLEZ AZNAVOUR BEING RENOVATED  [ARMENPRESS, 
09/24/09] 
  

For 50 years’ rent the Vanadzor park after Charles Aznavour is managed by “Karavardan” 
company which has presented a five-year business plan.   

Restoration works have kicked of in the park of nearly 30 000 square meters of territory which 
has for 20 years been turned to garbage station; more that 20 trucks of garbage has been removed, the 
water and sewerage pipelines have been restored or replaced, lightening has been restored, 50 benches, 
70 urns and 36 light columns have been set up.       

Head of the “Karavardan” company Ashot Khumarian told Armenpress that there are numerous 
projects of renovation of the park (merry-go-rounds, water pools, playing areas and fountains) for which 
twice as much sum is needed than the intended 70 million drams.  

Nevertheless A. Khumarian is sure that in the nearest future the park will become one of the most 
beloved places of rest of Vanadzor residents. 
 
42.  COUNCIL OF EUROPE PUBLISHES A REPORT ON MINORITY LANGUAGES IN ARMENIA  
[ARMENPRESS, 09/24/09] 
 

The Council of Europe Committee of Ministers has made public the second report on the situation 
of minority languages in Armenia. This report has been drawn up by a committee of independent experts 
which monitors the application of the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages.  

CoE Yerevan office told Armenpress that on the basis of the report, the Committee of Ministers 
calls on Armenia to develop a structured policy to make available sufficient teacher training and up-dated 
teaching materials in Assyrian, Yezidi and Kurdish at all education levels.  

Furthermore, the Armenian authorities should ensure that regional or minority languages can be 
used in court and that courts and the public are aware of their rights and duties to use these languages. 
 Armenia should also take measures to improve the presence of Assyrian and Greek on radio, and 
of Assyrian, Yezidi and Kurdish languages on television. 

The Committee of Ministers recommends to clarify whether there are any regional or minority 
languages used in Armenia other than those mentioned in Armenia’s instrument of ratification. 
                       
43.  CATHOLICOS KAREKIN II HANDS “ST. GRIGOR LUSAVORICH” ORDER TO BABKEN AND 
ANAHIT MKRYANS  [ARMENPRESS, 09/24/09] 
 

His Holiness Catholicos of All Armenians Karekin II awarded Babken and Anahit Mkryans (USA, 
Philadelphia) with “St. Grigor Lusavorich” Order of the Armenian Apostolic Church for their services to the 
Armenian people and church. 

An official from the Holy See told Armenpress that at the beginning of the ceremony Primate of 
the Eastern Dioceses of the Armenian Church Archbishop Khazhak Parsamyan referred to the exclusive 
attitude of the Mkryans toward the Armenian Church and Holy See of St. Etchmiadzin. 

Afterwards His Holiness Karekin II handed the award. B. Mkryan expressed his gratitude to the 
Catholicos. At the end of the meeting His Holiness blessed the present. 
 
44.  MATERIALS OF CRIMINAL CASES OF MASSIVE VIOLATIONS TOWARD ARMENIANS 
COMMITTED AT THE END OF 1980-S IN AZERBAIJAN HAVING BEEN EXAMINED IN USSR 
PROSECUTOR’S OFFICE WILL BE MADE PUBLIC  [ARMENPRESS, 09/24/09] 
 

The materials of criminal cases of massive violations committed toward Armenians at the end of 
1980-s in Azerbaijan, particularly in Sumgait having been examined in USSR Prosecutor’s Office will be 
uncovered by RA Chief Prosecutor’s Office. 
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Press service of RA Chief Prosecutor’s Office told Armenpress that an electronic archive is being 
formed on the basis of those criminal cases, which will enable the wide circles of society and all the 
interested sides to get acquainted with them.  

The works on forming the electronic archive are being carried out collaboratively with “Initiative on 
Preventing the Xenophobia” NGO. The archive is intended to have a complete appearance and to be 
inserted in web in 2-3 months.  

The above-mentioned NGO had applied to the Chief Prosecutor in a written form with the request 
of allowing it to get acquainted with criminal cases, in case of necessity - to make notes.  

Taking into consideration that those cases have already become historical events and the public 
interest is enormous, an electronic archive has been decided to be formed. 

The materials have not been preserved in the archive wholly, as different criminal cases 
separated from them have been sent both to Azerbaijan and Russia, where a number of direct crime 
participants, several persons having committed a murder have been sentenced to punishment of different 
levels, including execution. 
 
45.  DURING THE LATEST YEARS NO PEDESTRIAN FINED FOR VIOLATING THE TRAFFIC RULES  
[ARMENPRESS, 09/25/09] 
 

From October 1 the Armenian road police will set oversight against the drivers of route transport 
for fastening the seat belts.   
 Head of the Armenian road police Margar Ohanian told Armenpress that from October 1 all the 
drivers who will not fasten the seat belts will be fined. The road police gave time to the drivers of route 
transport for fixing seat belts in their vehicles.    

M. Ohanian noted that only those drivers will not be fined in the vehicles of which security belts 
are not intended, like the “Bogdan” buses on many eternities of the capital.   
  “The employees of the police will continue control and all the violators will be fined. We will also 
pay attention to the tourism busses in which seat belts are intended for the passengers as well,” M. 
Ohanian said.       

Since August 20 more that 14 000 protocols have been recorded for unfastening the seat belts.  
 Within the frameworks of the events targeted to regulation of the traffic from October 1 the 
pedestrians violating traffic rules will be fined for 3000 drams. M. Ohanian said that neither during the 
previous years nor at the running year have the passengers been fined for violating the traffic rules. 
 
46.  “SOUTH CAUCASIAN RAILWAYS” READY FOR POSSIBLE EXPLOITATION OF ARMENIAN-
TURKISH RAILWAY  [ARMENPRESS, 09/25/09] 
 

“South Caucasian Railways” company is completely ready within two days to exploit the 
Armenian-Turkish railway in case the border between Armenia and Turkey opens.   

During today’s press conference assistant to the chief director of the Company Marat Khakov 
noted that the issue has lately been discussed with the Armenian Transport and Communication Minister.   

“We only need the political decision. But we are not informed how Turkey is ready for the 
exploitation of Armenian-Turkish railroad,” M. Khakov said.     

According to him exploitation of Armenian-Turkish railroad will reduce the cargo transportation 
volumes across the Armenian-Georgian railroad for 25-30%. 
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