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The daughter of Dr. Hosep Torossian, the principal at the Alex and Marie Manoogian High 
School, and Shelly Torossian, a piano teacher, Galine began attending charter schools in second 
grade.  
 
After 11 years at Manoogian, Galine had not only learned the English and Armenian languages, 
she also learned about her own culture and heritage. At the University of Michigan, she is on the 
board of a multicultural group called Encompass, in which she choreographs Armenian dances 
for annual performances. Galine also is vice president of the Armenian Students’ Cultural 
Association. 
 
“Learning how to read and write Armenian was of huge importance. As an Armenian, I was very 
lucky to learn the language and history at school. Also, my parents liked that it was a safe, tight-
knit school with a lot of family and parental involvement,” she added. 
 
Her brother Garen, a freshman at Wayne State University, and sister Grace, a sixth grader, also 
attended Manoogian. Although she’d like to see the more sports and other classes added to the 
curriculum, Galine took advantage of almost every possible activity offered.  
 
She played varsity volleyball, was on the Class of 2004 Fundraising Committee and Senior Trip 
Committee, and was part of the yearbook staff. As a senior in high school, she was the National 
Honor Society (NHS) President and the Student Council Vice President concurrently. Previously, 
she served as vice president of the NHS and secretary of the Student Council. From her 
sophomore through senior years, she was a peer mediator and one of the co-editors of her school 
newspaper. 
 
Through dual enrollment, and because her GPA was above 3.5 (4.0), she was able to take classes 
at the University of Michigan Dearborn, enabling her to earn 12 college-transferable credits while 
still in high school. Among her other accomplishments are:  
 

- Class of 2004 Salutatorian  
- Science Fair grand prize winner 
- Oakland County Certified Peer Mediator 
- Outstanding Citizenship Award 
- School Leadership Award 
- Outstanding English Achievement 
- Certificate of Special Merit in Yearbook 
- Michigan Competitive Scholarship recipient 
- Michigan Educational Assessment Program (MEAP) Merit Award 

 
“I would recommend attending a charter school, because the quality of education I received 
provided me with the background I needed to succeed at the University of Michigan,” said 
Galine, who expects to graduate with a double major in communications and political science in 
spring 2008. 
 
 


