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	 	 The	Legacy	Project,	which	created	the	world’s	largest	
	 									photograph	(above),	won	Outstanding	Individual	Artist	
	 							award	at	the	OC	Arts	Awards	on	Sept.	26th.					Story on page 13.

By Michelle Deniz Drousé 
Around 200 people attended the first “State 
of the Great Park Address” on July 12, 2007.  
Larry Agran, Chairman of the Great Park Board 
of Directors, presented the speech two years 
after Lennar purchased the MCAS El Toro.  

Dr. Kamal Artin and Michelle Deniz Drousé 
were in attendance from the Multicultural 
Coalition Interim Steering Committee.  They 
enjoyed light refreshments before the speech 
and mingled with many different members of 
the Orange County community.  Everyone was 
eager to hear about the history of the project and 
what to expect next as the Great Park develops.

This speech applauded the extensive contributions by many 
City staff and consultants working on the Great Park. Some of 
the highlights included recycling runways and other materials 
on the base in lieu of sending them to landfills and preserving 
or relocating trees for future use at the Great Park.  Agran 
also thanked everyone for their involvement in the Great Park 
Balloon – the first phase of the Great Park, which is now open.  
This iconic element of the park allows visitors to ride this 
attraction over 400 feet in the air and have a birds-eye view of 
the former base as it transforms, as well as a breathtaking view 
of Orange County.  It is located in the future Sports Park district 
of the Great Park.  

Chairman Agran asked everyone to stay focused on the 
development of the Great Park to ensure its success.  He 
explained, “Our opportunity to create the Great Park comes not 
a moment too soon. In a world beset by horrific conflict and 
environmental degradation, and at a time seemingly bereft of 
beauty in the public realm, our Great Park seems to me to be the 
remarkable exception.”



by	Tom	Kalajian

Unique	and	spectacular	again	this	year,	the	third	annual	Armenian	Festival	of	Orange	County	was	the	destination	
of	thousands	throughout	Southern	California	at	the	Laguna	Hills	Community	Center	on	the	weekend	of	October	
13th	and	14th.		Beginning	at	noon	each	day,	the	festival	continued	through	10:00pm	on	Saturday	and	through	

8:00pm	on	Sunday.		Admission	for	adults	and	children	13	and	over	was	an	affordable	$3.00.		Children	12	and	under	were	
admitted	free.

T he	Republic	of	Armenia	
is	situated	in	the	south	of	
Caucasus	Region.	Georgia	

and	Azerbaijan	are	to	the	north	and	
to	the	east;	Turkey	and	Iran	are	to	
the	west	and	to	the	south.	

Armenia	is	an	ancient	country	-	
its	history	starts	about	seven	thousand	years	ago.	
Armenians	belong	to	lndo-European	family,	with	
the	origins	not	clearly	known.		Specialists	guess	
that	Armenians	migrated	f rom	the	Armenian	
Highland	via	the	Balkans	or	the	Caucasus.		There	
are	monuments	of	ancient	times	left	by	ancient	
tribes	(16	thousand	years	BC)	f rom	the	times	of	
Paleolithic.		Besides,	there	are	4,500	architectural	
monuments	f rom	the	early	middle	ages.

Yerevan,	the	capital	of	Armenia,	is	set	among	
mountains	at	the	altitude	of	3,100	to	4,000	feet	
above	sea	level	on	the	river	Hrazdan.	It ’s	the	only	
river	that	flows	out	of	Lake	Sevan,	30	miles	f rom	
Mt.	Ararat-of	Biblical	fame.	Yerevan,	which	is	
2,782	years	old,	is	one	of	the	oldest	cities	in	the	
world.	The	city	was	founded	by	King	Argishti	I	
of	Urartu	in	782	BC.	Today,	Yerevan	is	a	modern	
city	with	interesting	architecture,	plenty	of	 	
museums,	and	historical	monuments.	

Country:		Republic	of	Armenia	
Population:		3	million	people
Capital:		Yerevan
Neighbors:		Armenia	is	situated	in	north-	
eastern	Anatolia,	and	it	is	bounded	by	Georgia	
to	the	north,	by	Azerbaijan	to	the	east,	by	Iran	
to	the	south	and	by	Turkey	to	the	west.	
Ethnic groups:  Armenians	-	96%;	minorities:	
Russians,	Ezidis,	Kurds,	Assyrians,	Greeks,	Ukrainians	
and	others.
Religion: 	Christian
Church: 	Armenian	Apostolic
State language: 	Armenian,	Russian	and	English	are	
widely	spoken,

Easy to Find 
The	festival	site	was	located	at	the	corner	of	Alicia	Parkway	
and	Paseo	de	Valencia,	at	25555	Alicia	Parkway	
in	Laguna	Hills,	about	one	mile	west	of	the	Alicia	
exit	off	the	5	freeway.		Guests	of	all	ages	and	
backgrounds	attended,	especially	families	and	
those	unfamiliar	with	fabulous	Armenian	food,		
music,	dancing,	hospitality	and	gift	ideas,	were	all	
available	at	this	annual	event.		According	to	city	
officials,	the	festival	is	one	of	the	largest	and	most	
successful	events	held	in	the	history	of	the	Laguna	
Hills	Community	Center.

Live Music, Authentic Dance Groups and 
Continuous Entertainment

The	only	Armenian	fes-
tival	of	its	kind	in	South-
ern	California,	festival	
organizers	offered	a	stun-
ning	program	of	authentic	
entertainment,	presented	
continuously	throughout	
the	weekend.		Professional	
dance	groups	returned,	
wearing	breathtaking	
costumes	from	the	regions	
in	Armenia	where	the	
dances	originate.		Guests	
were	awed	by	the	grace	and	
beauty	of	the	women’s	danc-
es	and	the	men	performed	
daring	and	thunderous	

dances	with	deft	footwork	displaying	their	athletic	agility.		
Complete	performances	were	scheduled	every	90	minutes	
so	guests	were	treated	to	continuous	excitement.
New	this	year,	the	live	music	was	provided	by	a	renowned	
Armenian	band	known	for	their	lively	dance	music.		Several	
popular	Armenian	singers	supercharged	the	excitement	of	
the	musical	performances.			
Volunteer	instructors	were	available	at	no	charge	for	guests	
unfamiliar	with	Armenian	dancing	learned	and	were	invited	
to	join	in	the	line	dances	where	all	were	encouraged	to	
share	their	best	moves.
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Many Varieties of Authentic Armenian Food and 
Delicious Shish Kabob 

Festival	organizers	have	taken	the	authentic	
food	variety,	quality	and	service	to	new	levels	
with	authentic	Armenian	recipes	for	shish	
kabob,	both	chicken	and	beef,	grilled	to	
perfection	on	the	spot,	with	all	the	savory	
accompaniments.		Several	varieties	of	baklava	
were	available	as	well	as	other	unique	desserts	
to	tempt	everyone’s	pallet.		Traditional	
beverages,	including	Armenian	coffee,	as	well	
as	plentiful	bottled	water	and	varieties	of	soft	
drinks	were	available	to	satisfy	any	thirst.
Children’s Play Village Returns with low cost 
Full-Day Admission

The	Children’s	Village	area	was	expanded	this	year,	
with	bounce	houses	for	both	younger	and	older	children,	
in	addition	to	availability	of	cotton	candy	and	sno	cones.		
One	low	admission	charge	covered	the	entire	day	for	kids	
in	the	Village	area,	so	parents	were	able	to	relax	while	
their	children	enjoyed	the	Village	activities.		Clowns,	
balloons	and	face	painting	were	available	to	keep	children	
entertained.
Dignitaries, Officials and International 
Representatives

Also	expanded	were	the	presence	of	local,	city	and	
community	organizations	which	offered	guests	useful	
information	about	events	and	programs	of	interest	
to	both	the	community	at	large	and	about	expanding	
their	involvement	in	Armenian	organizations	and	their	
activities.		Representatives	of	the	California	Trade	
Organization	attended	to	explore	trade	opportunities	
with	Armenia.		Dignitaries	and	representatives	of	
local	municipalities,	as	well	as	state	and	federal	
representatives	also	joined	the	festivities.
Free On-site Parking with Free Shuttle Service 
and Affordable Valet Parking

For	the	convenience	of	guests,	organizers	offered	
affordable	valet	parking	and	free	shuttle	service	to	plentiful	
and	convenient	free	parking	areas	on	the	
festival	site.		Dual	entrances	made	entering	
the	Festival	fast	and	easy.
Large Covered Dance Floor, Covered 
Seating, Bussed Tables, Immaculate 
Maintenance

Organizers	arranged	for	the	largest	tent	
ever,	offered	shaded	seating	for	over	600	
guests	at	decorated	tables	and	comfortable	
chairs,	which	were	ideal	for	enjoying	

authentic	meals,	simply	relaxing,	or	enjoying	the	company	
of	friends	and	the	exciting	entertainment.		A	team	of	
attendants	bussed	guest	tables	and	maintained	the	pristine	
condition	and	cleanliness	of	the	garden-like	grounds	and	
restroom	facilities.		Festival	organizers	arranged	for	the	
largest	dance	floor	ever,	900	square	feet,	this	time	positioned	

under	the	tent	itself	for	ideal	viewing	and	
access	by	guests.	
New Cultural Offerings

The	cultural	offerings	in	information	
booths	representing	local	and	Southland	
cultural	groups	were	expanded,	enlightening	
guests	about	the	charming	and	amazing	
history	of	Armenian	accomplishments,	gave		
handy	tips	and	techniques	on	Armenian	
cooking,	offered	useful	Armenian	phrases,	

explored	the	artwork	unique	to	Armenians,	and	shared	
the	rich	history	and	unique	architecture	of	the	Armenian	
Church,	the	oldest	form	of	Christianity	still	practiced	in	the	
world	today.		Scholars	worldwide	visit	ancient	Armenian	
church	sites	conducting	research	about	the	early	history	of	
Christianity.
Rare Opportunity for Learning and Enjoyment in 
Festive and Friendly Environment

Representatives	of	many	Orange	County	Armenian	
organizations	were	present	so	guests	could	learn	more	
about	Armenian	groups	and	activities	in	Orange	County	
and	in	the	Southland	at	large.		The	friendly	atmosphere	of	
the	Armenian	Festival,	together	with	the	garden	setting	of	
the	Laguna	Hills	Community	Center,	combined	to	create	
an	ideal	environment	for	creating	new	friendships	and	
renewing	old	acquaintances.
Comfort, Security, Safety and Peace of Mind 
Planned for Guests

For	the	protection	and	peace	of	mind	of	festival	guests,	
organizers	made	arrangements	for	security	presence,	both	during	
festival	hours	and	overnight.		Ample	lighting	ensured	a	safe	and	
enjoyable	evening	experience.	Red	Cross	representatives	provided	
safety	tips,	and	a	fully	functioning	first	aid	booth	for	the	care	of	
festival	guests.		Direct	dispatch	from	private	security	personnel	to	
emergency	assistance,	police	and	fire	agencies	was	arranged	in	the	
event	a	need	should	arise.

Shopping Treasures
The	shopping	experience	was	expanded	to	include	more	

interesting	and	authentic	gifts	
and	cultural	items,	some	unique	
to	Armenia,	and	other	unique	
altogether.		Nearly	30	booth	holders	
provided	guests	with	truly	interesting	
items	of	crafts,	rare	and	authentic	
recorded	music,	and	embroidery,	
products	from	Armenia	available	for	
purchase.		Commercial	booths	were	
available	on	a	first-come	basis,	where	
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no	two	occupants	offered	the	same	goods	or	services,	so	
guests	enjoyed	a	variety	of	unique	choices	in	the	park	setting.		
About the Organization, Its Purpose and  
Its Governance

The	Armenian	Festival	is	a	qualified	tax-exempt	
organization	under	the	provisions	of	Internal	Revenue	Code	
Section	501(c)(3).		In	its	first	
year,	the	Festival	donated	its	
net	proceeds	to	an	orphanage	
and	in	2006,	the	Festival	
donated	funds	for	education.		
Letters	of	appreciation	from	
the	recipients	are	posted	on	
the	Festival’s	website	at	www.
ArmenianFestival.org.		Each	
year,	the	Festival	will	provide	
increasing	support	to	similar	
programs	as	its	net	proceeds	
continue	to	grow.	

Members	of	the	Armenian	
Festival’s	founding	Board	
of	Directors	and	original	Executive	Committee	continue	
to	serve	as	unpaid	volunteers.		They	are	business	owners,	
tradesmen,	professionals,	para-professionals,	executives,	
retirees,	community	leaders	and	homemakers.		All	share	a	
steadfast	mutual	commitment	to	contributing	their	time	and	
best	efforts	towards	betterment	activities	in	fulfillment	of	
their	inner	sense	of	duty	to	cherish	the	Armenian	culture	and	
serve	the	community	and	country	in	which	they	now	live	and	
work	as	productive	citizens.

The	Festival	is	an	all-inclusive,	pan-Armenian,	non-
denominational,	non-political,	non-religious	organization.		
Each	year,	all	Orange	County	Armenian	
charitable	organizations	of	all	beliefs	and	
persuasions	are	invited	and	encouraged	to	
participate	as	booth	holders	at	special	reduced	
registration	fees	to	nurture	communication,	
coordination	and	collaboration	among	
participating	groups.

The	mission	of	the	Armenian	Festival	is	
to	provide	financial	support	for	Armenian	
charitable	organizations	worldwide,	and	to	
raise	awareness	and	education	of	the	Armenian	
culture	by	means	of	authentic,	high	quality,	
enlightening	and	entertaining	activities	for	the	
enjoyment	of	the	broader	Southern	California	
public.		The	Festival’s	core	values	stress	the	
inclusion	of	all	well-meaning	people	of	all	backgrounds,	
while	maintaining	the	absence	of	any	political	or	religious	
influences	or	positions.		Both	the	Mission	Statement	and	the	
Statement	of	Core	Values	are	posted	on	the	Festival’s	website.

Why Volunteers Return Every Year
Festival	volunteers	have	the	unique	benefit	of	

a	rewarding	experience	in	belonging	to	a	team	of	
motivated	and	selfless	people	of	all	backgrounds,	who	
join	together	in	a	creative	and	nurturing	environment	
where	innovation	and	excellence	are	welcomed	and	

encouraged.			Beyond	colorful	
t-shirts,	fun	and	the	pleasure	
of	meeting	new	like-minded	
people,	volunteers	report	
a	sense	of	excitement	and	
fulfillment	at	belonging	to	
a	team	of	able	people	doing	
meaningful	work	that	makes	
an	observable	difference	for	
those	less	fortunate.		
Volunteers	said	their	
involvement	is	a	personally	
expanding	experience,	where	
they	contributied	to	an	activity	
that	is	bigger	than	themselves.		
Moreover,	high	school	

students	qualified	for	credit	toward	community	service	
requirements.		
Festival Sponsors are Gracious Benefactors

Festival	sponsors,	likewise,	support	the	mission	
and	values	of	the	organization	by	contributing	funds	
to	support	the	charitable	activities	of	the	Festival.		
Sponsorships	are	available	at	several	levels.		Sponsors	had	
VIP	seating	under	the	tent,	table	services,	complimentary	
valet	parking,	prominent	positioning	in	the	Festival	
program,	and	special	acknowledgment	at	the	Festival	
upon	arrival.		Those	interested	in	joining	other	sponsors	

next	year	may	inquire	about	arrangements	by	
email	to	Sponsor@ArmenianFestival.org	or	by	
visiting		
www.ArmenianFestival.org.
Annual Festival is a Value-Packed 
Enjoyable Family Outing

Fabulous	food,	exciting	dance	groups,	live	
Armenian	dance	music,	multiple	popular	
singers,	unique	shopping,	comfortable	
covered	seating,	free	general	parking	and	
shuttle	service,	affordable	valet	parking,	
premium	seating	for	sponsors	and	dignitaries,	
convenient	and	easy	to	find	location,	a	garden	
setting,	impeccable	cleanliness,	full	security	
presence,	well-lit	grounds	during	evening	

hours,	bussed	tables,	affordable	admission,	and	a	children’s	
village	all	combine	to	make	an	affordable	and	unsurpassed	
family	experience.		Moreover,	a	portion	of	the	net	
proceeds	went	toward	funding	worthy	causes.
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Traditional cuisine:	 Lavash	is	a	thin	ellipsoidal	slip	
of	baked	dough	up	to	one	meter	long	and	50cm	wide.	
Lavash	has	no	crust	and	therefore	no	inside;	it	is	soft	and	
flexible.	Tolma	-	is	a	mix	of	ground	meat,	rice	and	greens	
wrapped	in	grape	leaves,	immersed	in	water	or	stock	and	
boiled	over	low	fire.	Harissa	-	is	a	kind	of	homogeneous	
porridge	made	of	previously	stewed	and	boned	chicken	
and	coarsely	ground	soaked	wheat.	Khorovats	(barbecue),	

Republic Square in Yerevan

Source: Internet

Jalal ad-Din Muhammad Rumi
A	UNESCO	medal	in	honor	of	Mawlana	Jalal-ud-Din	
Balkhi-Rumi	will	be	issued	in	2007	(175EX/Decision	56;	
document	175	EX/11	Rev	2).		Cultural	events	were	be	
organized	by	Afghanistan,	Iran	and	Turkey	in	September	
2007	at	UNESCO	Headquarters	
A	block	of	stamps	displaying	the	UNESCO’s	logo	will	
be	issued	by	the	Turkish,	Iranian	and	Afghan	post	offices	
with	the	theme	of	the	commemoration	of	the	800th	year	of	
Mawlana’s	birth.

Jalaluddin	Rumi	was	born	in	
1207,	in	Balkh,	which	is	in	

what	is	now	Afghanistan,	
then	the	eastern	edge	of	the	
Persian	Empire	(Iran).	His	
father	was	an	important	
scholar	and	teacher	of	

that	area.	Around	1212	
he	moved	his	family	to	

Smarkand,	a	city	where	the	
cultures	of	both	Turkey	and	

Persia	met.	The	Mongol	invasions	were	bringing	death	
and	destruction	to	a	large	part	of	the	Muslim	world	at	that	
time,	and	Rumi’s	family	and	friends	journeyed	westward	
to	escape	it.	They	arrived	in	Konya	in	Turkey,	and	Rumi’s	
father	was	given	a	professorship,	and	he	taught	there	until	
his	death	in	1231.	Jalaluddin	Rumi	took	over	from	his	
father	as	university	professor.

In	1244	there	was	a	significant	meeting	of	Rumi	with	a	
wandering	Sufi,	a	lover	of	the	Prophet	Muhammad,	the	
sun	of		Tabriz,	Shamsuddin.	Rumi	and	Shams	became	
inseparable.	The	university	professor	in	Rumi	diminished,	
and	his	spiritual	side	increased.	Rumi’s	students	became	
jealous	of	the	close	friendship	with	Shams,	and	this	caused	
Shams	to	disappear.	Forty	days	after	the	loss	of	Shams,	
Rumi	ordered	mourning	robes.	Rumi	had	changed.	He	now	
wrote	or	spoke	poetry	as	never	before.	He	whirled	around	
reciting	poems	which	expressed	his	longing	and	love,	
and	which	also	expressed	his	astonishment	with	his	own	
transformed	state.

The	message	of	Rumi	is	timeless	and	is	one	of	boundless,	
and	boundary-less	love.	He	said,	‘I	am	neither	of	the	East	
or	the	West,	no	boundaries	exist	in	my	breast’

My	place	is	placeless,
My	trace	is	traceless;
‘Tis	neither	body	nor	soul,	for	I	belong
To	the	soul	of	the	Beloved.
I	have	put	duality	away,
I	have	seen	the	two	worlds	are	one;
One	I	seek,	One	I	know,	One	I	see,

One	I	call.
He	is	the	first,	He	is	the	last.
He	is	the	outward,	He	is	the	inward;
I	am	intoxicated	with	Love’s	cup.

Rumi	referred	to	himself	as,	‘Dust	on	the	path	of	
Muhammad.	Dust	can	be	nothing	but	dust;	it	signifies	
humility,	and	submission.	Even	the	tiniest	insect	may	move	
the	lightness	of	dust.’	Rumi	had	no	rigid	‘stony-hearted’	
attitude	toward	life.

His	message	of	non-duality	speaks	to	us	strongly	today.	
It	can	also	be	found	in	the	Christian	scriptures,	as	in	the	
gospel	of	John,	‘The	father	and	I	are	One.’	Non-duality	is	
both	a	spiritual	imperative	and	an	ecological	one.	Mankind	
is	being	directed	by	the	eternally	fresh	voice	of	the	ancient	
mystics,	toward	realising	the	sacredness	of	the	whole	
creation,	and	of	its	unity	with	the	Divine.

In	suppressing	our	grief,	jealousies,	fears	and	pains,	we	
also	suppress	delight,	joy	and	our	love.	Rumi	knew	that	
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